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‘* Knowing that I am set for the defence of the Gospel.” Phil. i. 17. - 
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oe To the Editor of the Gospel! Advocate. 


ARKS UPON LUKE xvi. 9. AND HE- 


' of 

BREWS xii. 17. 
ny & Vi y attention has lately been direct- 
treagmed to two passages in the new tes- 
ind jagtament, which, as I have been led to 
 meuibelieve, are not, generally, well un- 


ry vigMerstood. Perhaps my own opinion 
o regard to their meaning, is incor- 
t; and, if so, 1 shall be gratified 
Min seeing, from the pen of some of 
your correspondents, a more satisfac- 
ory interpretation. The first pas- 
sey page occurs in the 16th chapter of St. 
| 2 qgake’s gospel, the 9th verse, and is 
ty qguansiated “as follows: ‘* Make to 
lipowgmyourselves friends of the mammon of 
to tWifunrighteousness ; that, when ye fail, 
they may receive you into everlasting 
Biabitations.” It has been commoniy 
supposed that this is an exhortation 
to make that wise and profitable use 
of worldly goods which may aid in the 
furtherance of our eternal interests.* 
But the subject does not, in my view, 
justify such an opinion, nor can there 
be any connexion between the de- 
claration, in this sense, as an inference, 
and the design of the Saviour, in the 
_‘ivarable which be had just related. It 
‘Ps more reasonable to consider the 
phrase, [lomcare seavreis Pirovs, as 
equivalent to—recetve to yourselves in- 
struction or improvement, That which: 
lurnishes lessons for a due government 
of our conduct may be esteemed in 
the light of a friend ; and with this 
view, it appears to me evident, that 
* Vide Burkitt, Henry, amd other com- 
mentators. 
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it was the intention of Christ, from 
the character of the unjust steward, 
to direct his disciples to make friends 
of the mammon of unrighteousness by 
drawing from the prudence and zeal 
of its votaries, a powerful motive to 
lead them to increased diliyence and 
activit: in those pursuits which were 
connected with their future and eter- 
nal welfare. The preposition ‘x fa- 
vours this explanation, as it might 
better have been rendered from, or by 
the consideration of than simply of. 
Some have fallen into errour from the 
use of the pronoun they, in the transla- 
tion, referring it to the mammon of 
unrighteousness as ils proper antece- 
dent, and by which they are to be re- 
ceived into everlasting habitations. 
This word is not, however, in the 
original. The verb dégerra: is, in- 
deed, plural, and in the third person, 
but we are under no necessity of 
supposing that it refers to QiAeu or 
memove. it may be considered as 
impersonal, or, with more propriety, 
applied to God, Christ, and the holy 
angels, who will receive into their 
society, the spirits of the just made 
perfect. My paraphrase of the verse 
is, therefore, “ Receive instruction 
from the consideration of their pru- 
dence, foresight, and zeal, who pursue 
with eagerness the mammon of unrigh- 
teousness, that when your mortal lives 
are ended, ye may find an abundant 
recompense in being admitted into the 
habitations of the blessed.” 

The second passage to which I al- 
luded, is in the 12th chapter of St 
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Paul's epistle Hebrews, the 
17th versé, where the . apostle, “in 
speaking of Bsau,; says, “he fownd 
no place of repentance, though he 
sought it. carefully with tears.’’...1t 


- has been argued from this, that Esau, 


being judicially hardened, never re- 
pented of his wickedness, although he 
earnestly attempted so to do. The 
words are thus understood by Cooper, 
in a sermon upon the subject,. and, 
also, by the late excellent bishop De- 
hon, in an allusion to it in one of bis 
discourses. But there is an evident 
absurdity, from the very form of ex- 
pression, in applying the word pstaveia 
to Esay. This term signifies a change 
of mind, purpose, or- conduct, and as 
such, it was what Esau sought with 
tears from his father, crying, ‘* Hast 
thou but one blessing, my father? 
bless me, even me, also, O may fath- 
er.” But it was all in vain, for the 
blessing had fallen upon him for whom 
it was destined by the God of Isaac. 
Thus Esau peraroiag rower ovx evpe, 
found no room for a change of pur- 
pose, that is, be was not able, by any 
means, to induce his father to recall 
and reverse the blessing which he had 
pronounced, *‘ although he sought it 
carefully with tears.” S. 


—— 


An Address to the seventh Convention 
of the Eastern Diocese, assembled 
at Portsmouth, in New Hampshire, 
on the 25th day of September, in 
the year of our Lord, 1822. By 
ibe Right Reverend A. V. Gris- 
wold, D. D. Bishop of the Diocese. 


Reverend Brethren and Friends, highly and 
justly esteemed : 
Turoven the indulgence of a kind 
Providence, we are bere assembled 
as watchmen in Zion, and constitufed 
guardians of that portion of God's vine- 
yard committed to our care; to con- 
sult respecting its interests; and, as 
the Lord shall give us means and wis- 
dom, to promote its prosperity. It is 
necessary, to the good result of our 
deliberations, to know the state and 
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the wants of our churches; and jt; 
my duty to make to you a report. 
my official transactions during the 
two years; and to add such rem 
and suggest. such measures as 
seem just and expedient. 

Soon after our last biennial cony 
tion, held in Newport, in 1820, I cog 
menced a journey and _ visitation 
our churches in the eastern parts 
this diocese, Though in a feet 
state of health, 1 was able thro 
the Lord’s goodness, October. 12, 
travel from Boston to Portsmouth, a 
to preach in the afternoon. Sundayf, 
the 15th, in Portland I preached twie 
and administered baptism and conf 
mation. The commencement of ve 
heavy rains in the evening, prevente 
a third service. The small societ 
of Episcopalians in that place, | 
made, and were then still making 
great and generous exertions, alm 
beyond their means, to meet thee 
penses of their new organ, and the 
salary of their minister. Since thaj 
time, in August, 1821, a few piot 
ladies formed themselvesginto a s¢ 
ciety for the promotion of the mos 
excellent and useful of all charities, 
denominated, “The Female Domes 
tick Episcopal Missionary Society.” 
They soon after transmitted to me 
twenty-five dollars, to be applied to 
missionary purposes.* How noble 
and blessed would be the effect, should 
all our churches, according to theif 
ability, follow this example. 

The next day, with difficulty and 
some peril, by reason of the abun 
dant rains, swollen streams, and loss 
of bridges, we reached Gardiner. On 
the 18th, the new, commodious. and 
very beautiful edifice, called Christ 
church, was dedicated to the wor 
ship of almighty God. The morning 
service was performed by the reve 
rend Mr. Morss; and the reverend 
Dr. Jarvis delivered an appropriate 
discourse. On the 19th was a confit 


* A few days after this address was de 
livered, that society paid to bishop Griswold 
above thirty-three dollars more. 
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1 itiigation, and other services.* » My in- 
Ort @iention is, ‘with divine’ permission, 
he laeain to visit those two churches in 
Maraine, immediately after the adjourn- 
mnt of the present convention. — It is 
ecidedly my opinion, that the spiri- 
ny interest and’ prosperity of our 
| comfidhurches require that every parish 
on dhould be annually visited by its dio- 
rls @ieesan : ‘bat the very limited and scan- 
feebiiity funds of this diocese, and. the ex- 
rougmment of country over which our few 
2, Wiehurches are scattered, render such 
Ds anifrequenit visitations, at present, im- 
nday practicable. My intention is, -and 
Witaliwith few exceptions, my practice has 
onim@been, to visit all the parishes at least 
veryMonce in two years ; and a large pro- 
cnled portion of them twice, or oftener. It 
cielyRrequires no great wisdom to foresee, 
la@iwhat experience will probably soon 
akingMiverify ; that our. present practice of 
inoiimaking a state, however large, but 
€ ebone diocese, may be very pernicious 
J thiothe cause of true godliness, and the 
(half best interest of our churches. Thirty, 
piowMerat most forty parishes are enough 
1 SO for one diocese ; unless their location 
moi@is very compact. And though the 
es@uumber in this diocese, excepting 
mesBsome very small, does not much ex- 
ty."Bceed forty, it is desirable that as soon 
meBasitcan with propriety be effected, 
1 to this diocese should be divided. Ver- 
oblell mont, especially, however reluctantly 
ou P might relinquish the happiness of 
heilfimy preseut very inteftsting connexion 
with its churches, ought, as soon as 
tircumstances will admit, to have a 
bishop wholly its own. 
On my return from Maine, I pass- 
ed Sunday, the 22d, in Portsmouth, 
where I preached three times, and 
confirmed thirty persons. What the 
state of this church is, and what the 


’* The church in Gardiner is in a flourish- 
itg state. ‘Their-church is furnished with a 
food organ, and an excellent bell. «For the 
erection of that beautiful, and very com- 
Modious edifice, we are very much indebted 
to the generous efforts of an individual whose 
pious liberality is above praise, . 
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politeness and hospitality of its mems 
bers, we all have tho pleasure‘of seeing. 
- The 24th, 1 preached and confirmed 
in Newburyport. In the evening we had 
a second service, when the reverend 
Dr. Jarvis preached to a large and 
very attentive congregation. . The so- 
lemnity ‘of the services, and; jn all hu- 
man appearance, their’ good effect, 
evinced more forcibly than many ar- 
guments, the expedience and»utility of 
occasionally opening our churches in 
the evening ; and, when» practicable, 
of doing it at regular and stated »sea- 
sons. In towns, and large: villages 
especially, where the people may 
easily assemble, the salutary effect of 
such extra servicés is very manifest, 
Many will attend these meetings, who 
cannot, with convenience, and some 
who cannot consistently with «what 
they suppose their» duty, attend!our 
religious worship at: other times. A 
third service is peculiarly beneficial 
on Sunday evenings, when’ the minds 
of people are less engaged with tem- 
poral cares, and more disposed to 
spiritual things. Very’ many, 
young people, especially, who would 
otherwise spend the evening of the 
Lord’s day in idle parties and vain 
conversation, are thus drawn! to the 
house of Ged, and their attention call- 
ed to things which concern théir (im- 
mortal welfare. 

{In the same tour I visited Salem, 
Marblehead, and Lynn. — Sunday, the 
29th, in the morning, I preached and 
confirmed in Trinity church, \Bos- 
ton. In the afternoon, performed 
the same services in Christ church. 
And in the latter church »we hada 
third) service, and .a‘ very. crowded 
and attentive audience. » 1 continued 
my visitation to Quincy, Hanover, 
‘Marshfield, and Bridgewater, .. April 
the 8th, 1821, 1 visited St. ..Paul’s 
church, in Boston; and confirmed 
thirty-three.. The prosperity.of this 
-church has thus. far more than equalled 
our most sanguine expectations. 

On the 28th of May, 1821, 1 com- 
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menced a long journey, in which were 
visited the churches in Vermont, and 
in the western parts of Massachu- 
setts and New Hampshire. The 
church in Great Barrington was still 
in an unsettled state. In consequence 
of some disagreement with their minis- 
ter, a large and respectable part of the 
society had, many months before, with- 
drawn from the church, and attached 
themselves to some other denomina- 
tion of Christians. Those, however, 
who continued their connexion with 
the church, appeared to be unanimous 
in their regard for its welfare, and in 
their desire that another clergyman 
might take charge of the parish. The 
reverend Mr. Blakesley ,{tom Connecti- 
cut; has since been elected their rec- 
tor, and the parish js united and in- 
creasing. 

The little flock in Lenox was found 
still continuing to “ stand fast. in one 

irit, with one mind, striving together 
for the faith of tbe Gospel.” In con- 
sideration of the great efforts they 
had made, and were then making, to 
clear off the debts incurred by build- 
ing their church, and other necessary 
expenses, the reverend Mr. Humphrey 
was engaged to officiate as a missiona- 
ry in Lenox, one fourth of the time, 
beginning on the 10th of June, 1821. 

In Lanesborough, the church is now 
happily united, and in a prosperous 
state. By a generous donation from 
one gentleman, of $1000, and a liberal 
subscription by the rest of the parish, 
$3000 have been added to their fund. 

In Bennington, Vermont, I preach- 
ed; but such is the prejudice against 
the Episcopal church, in that part of 
the ‘state, that-no preaching of its 
ministers among them is likely at pre- 
sent to have much good effect. From 
one respectable family, attached toits 
worship and interests, | experienced, 
as on several former occasions, very 
much kindness and hospitality. 

In Arlington, the church continues 
to profit by the zealous labours of its 


pious pastor. 







In Sandgate, a town adjoining, a 
Episcopalians have organized a parish; 
with not unfavorable prospects, Thi 
parish in Manchester has built a churaj 
and is in a flourishing condition. , 

It was no small comfort to find iy 
Rutland; a few names yet steadiag, 
under all their discouragements, and 
very desirous that a missionary should 
be sent them. Painful are a parents 
feelings, when his children ask {oy 
bread, and hebas none to give them, 
May God in his mercy open our hearty 
and fill our hands to contribute to their 
relief, 

The parish in Middlebury continues 
very much as it has been for years past, Mordi 
** faint, yet pursuing ;” suffering much 
under the deprivation of the Christian 
ordinances ; wishing, and asking, and 
striving, to obtain a minister ; but re 
maining destitute. In Vergennes, on 
the contrary, they seem to have re 
linquished ali effort, and to have aban. 
doned the church in despair. — Yetl 
met there a serious and very attentive 
congregation ; and even yet, the l» 
bours of a faithful missionary would 
probably be blessed among them. 

In Shelburne, the state and prospects mate 
are happily very different. Through The 
the blessing of God, we succeeded infly j 
finding a clergyman to Jabour there, tem} 
and his labours have been greatly Meaus 
blessed. The little society, which, refle 
two years before, contained but eight#jsent 
or ten families, Was now increased to a@pre; 
respectable congregation, I preached J a 
in Burlington, and was much obliged mad 
by polite attentions there received. vent 

By setting off from Burlington atffto b 
an early hour, and hard travelling inj and 
heavy roads, we arrived in St. Albans § upo 
in season for services in the afternoon. § gott 
In the evening again we had prayers, fect 
anda sermon. A pious, active minis ff latg 
ter, stationed in that place, and officiat- Jj mile 
ing alternately there, and at Swanton, ff like 
might apparently labour to much profit. ff seer 
The churches in Sheldon and Fairfield § sent 
were likewise ina thriving state. But § are 
an unhappy state of things commenced ff add 
































$22.) 


. that time, and, still continues. 
reports and,accusations, affecting 
moral character of their. rector, 
ye rendered a discontinuance of his 
pours expedient, till the cause shall 
aye a canonical investigation. 

Qn-the 15th, I visited a new parish 
Berkshire, and was highly gratified 
, finding there much piety and zeal, 
nsfend.. attachment to the, Episcopal 
foriachurch. Its friends were then. mak- 
ng preparation for erecting a house of 
wayer ; and manifested a desire and 
willingness, to the utmost of their 
abilities, to procure and support, an 
spostolick ministration of the Christian 
wdinances. The services of that day 
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uch were unusually interesting and impres- 
timfsive.. There being no building sufii- 
andiaciently capacious to contain the con- 


gation expected, with the timber 
onfgcailected for the new church, on a 
re-Mbeautiful rising ground, where it is to 
vam ibe. erected, shaded by a small and 
etiffrery pleasant grove of sugar maples, 
tivethe people prepared seats and other 
la faccommodations for divine service. 
wuld Our altar was built as it were with un. 
hewn stones: we consecrated those 
materials by anticipating their use. 
The thought that they were to be “ fit- 
ly joined together,” in one beautiful 
temple, dedicated to God, naturally 
caused the very interesting and serious 
reflections, that the congregation pre- 
sent. were, or ought to be, materials in 
preparation ‘* as lively stones,” to be 
“a spiritual house,”’ a ‘* building not 
made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens.”” Many circumstances conspired 
ati to heighten the interest of the scene 
in § and the occasion, and make impressions 
upon a serious mind not soon fo be for- 
om. gotten. Surveying the one, and re- 
flecting upon the other; beholding a 


iss B large assembly, collected from many 


at- B miles of the country around, waiting, 
like Cornelius and his friends, and 
fit, B seeming to say, ** we ‘are all here pre- 
sent before God,to hear all things that 
are commanded thee of God;’’ with the 
ed # additional consideration, that their im- 
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mortal well-being might, inssome de- 
gree, depend on my. knowledge and 
fidelity, feelings were excited, which 
language cannot easily express. On 
such occasions, and to the preacher of 
the gospel. similar occasions often oc- 
cur, well. may we exclaim, ‘‘ who is 
sufficient for these things !” It is 
among the wonderful counsels of God's 
unerring wisdom, that his strength 
should be manifest in weakness ; that 
such a. ‘* treasure”. as the gospel min- 
istry should be given us “ in earthen 
vessels :’’ shat sinful creatures, them- 
selves ‘* scarcely saved,” and some of 
them, we may well fear, not saved, 
should be made the instruments of 
saving others. Divine wisdom, how- 
ever, is sure to adapt the means to the 
end ; and, in the hands of omnipo- 
tence, amy means are effectual. The 
Lord “ can satisfy men with bread”’ in 
the most dreary wilderness, What 
seems to us impossible, with him is 
without difficulty : by the foolishness 
of preaching, he can save them that 
believe. 1 was assisted in the services 
by my reverend brethren Leonard and 
Clapp, who, to my great comfort, and 
on small assistance, accompanied me 
more than two hundred miles of this 
journey. After the second lesson, 
seven young persons, with the ap- 
pearance of much piety and sincere 
devotion, presented themselves to be 
baptized. ‘The sermon was heard with 
attention worthy of a better discourse ; 
and it being ended, thirty-five persons 
received confirmation ; and they re- 
ceived it, there was good. reason’ to 
belie.e, with a just and deep sense of 
its natare and design. And, finally, the 
Lord’s supper was administered to a 
respectable number of communicants. 

The next morning, we proceeded to 
Montgomery, where we had the plea- 
sure of meeting with another newly 
formed society, and where the ser- 
vices were very similar, and not less 
interesting. ‘The tears of many, evinc- 
ed how much awakened was their sense 
that the Lord is good, and they sinners. 
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Montgomery is a town but recently 
settled. The Rev. Mr. Clapp, yeta 
young man, was the first child (sava- 
ges excepted) born within its. limits. 
The soil in that part of the state is 
rich and productive, and the country 
rapidly rising into importance. A new 
stage road,from Boston to Montreal,was 
expected soon to pass through Mont- 
gomery and Berkshire; which, with 
their vicinity to the lake Champlain, 
and easy access to a good and sure 
market for their abundant and valuable 
productions, must render thet,at no dis- 
tant period, a wealthy part of the state. 
But, to the pious. mind, it is far.more 
pleasing. to find them increasing in 
‘* the true riches.” I have been in 
no place where there appeared a more 
serious and awakened desire to know 
and do the will of God; nor where 
the people are so generally disposed 
to receive the doctrines of our chureh, 
and to delight in its worship. In no 
part of this diocese, and, I verily be- 
lieve, in.no part of the United States, 
can our missionaries labour more pro- 
fitably, than in Franklin: county, and 
some of the towns adjoining, eastward, 
Our young clergymen, whose circum- 
stances will seasonably admit of it,who 
desire to do good in the service of their 
divine Master, rather than to honour 
themselves, and live at ease, can, no 
where bestow their labours more pro- 
fitably than in the northwest part of 
Vermont. My last information from 
those parts, which is quite recent, 
states,that the prospects are still bright- 
ening. Since my visit there, a parish 
has been formed in Enosburgh. - Mr. 
Gray, the minister now, officiating in 
those new parishes, haMbreached in 
several other towns in the vicinity. 
Large congregations assemble to bear 
the word ; many are desirous to obtain 
prayer books ; and, in all human pro- 
bability, several other societies might 
easily be formed. There.are already 
between sixty and seventy communi- 
cants, where, a short time since, we 
had none. The call there for mis- 
sionary labours is still increasing. 
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{ Noy, 
Montgomery was the farthest extey 
of my tour in that direction. Twit, 
afternoon of the same day we returned 
back through Berkshire to Sheldon, 
The next day, Trinity Sunday, Ww. 
spent in Fairfield, where I preached 
but twice ; so long were our serv 
and so far from their homes were the 
most of the people, that a third servieg 
was not convenient. It was pleasing, 
and an evidence of their sincere desire 
to hear the word, and receive the ordi. 
nances of Christ,to observe the distancg 
which the people, in that and other parts 
of Vermont, will travel,and many of 
them walk, to attend publick worship, 
and share in the ministrations of the 
sanctuary. How unfaithful and without 
excuse would be the stewards of God's 
mysteries—the pastors of his fold, if 
they who thus hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, should ever, unnecessa- 
rily, be ** sent empty away.” Suth 
zeal in the people, was felt as a strong, 
though silent reproof of my own re 
missness in the Saviour’s cause. 

On the morning of the 18th, we 
took our leave of kind and much be 
loved friends, and shaped our course 
for crossing the mountaiu to the eastem 
side of the state, by a route which I 
had never before taken. In Richmond, 
we were joined by a respectable gen- 
tleman, a lay delegate from Shelburne, 
who, in company witb his daughter, 
was on his way to the convention ;— 
an acquisition to our little company 
which rendered the journey more piea- 
sant. 

On the 20th, we reached Randolph, 
where we were received with much 
politeness, and were entertained by 4 
gentleman of high respectability. ‘The 
church has some valuable friends, 
though no parish in that town. Being 
in a very friendly manner invited by 
the congregational minister and others 
of his society, we had divine service 
and a sermon in their meeting house. 
There, too, I had the pleasure of be- 
coming acquainted with a worthy pres 
byterian winister, and a part of his in 
One or two of his 
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gus are pursuing studies with a view 
holy orders. | 
The next day, for the first time, I 
jad the pleasure of meeting with a re- 
ctable number of Episcopalians, in 
fethel, who have been too much neg- 
leted.. L bad not, before that visit, 
d that the number of those at- 

ached, or at least, favourable, to our 
communion in that place,was so cossid- 
gable. Though the rains fell abun- 
jantly, a large congregation assembled, 
nd appeared to be much interested in 
ithe services. The number confirm- 
«was much greater than | had expect- 
ed. ‘They appeared to be thankful for 
the sermon, and refreshed by the visita- 
lion ; and it was a subject of no small 
egret (to myself certainly) that pre- 
yous appointments for Windsor and 
other places, made it necessary to leave 
tiem soon and pursue our journey. 

The parish in Windsor continues to 
merit the ** praise of all the churches.” 
They were building a new and elegant 
house for divine service, which is now 
yearly finished, and is soon to be con- 
scrated. Considering that the parish 
is but small, their pious liberality, pru- 
dent conduct, and united zeal in this 
woble work, are deserving of the high- 
et praise. Long may the house re- 
wain to them and their children, through 
emote generations, a happy Bethel. 

On the morning of the 23d, we 
crossed the Connecticut river into New 
Hampshire, and bad services in Cor- 
lish. There 1 first learned, that the 
parish in Claremont, having enlarged 
their old church,and put it in complete 
repair, requested that it might, thaz day, 
be consecrated. With some little dif- 
fculty, and the ulmost diligence ‘in 
making the best use of our scanty time, 
this was dove in the afternoon. The 
ervices being ended, we proceeded 
three miles farther to the village, where 
the parish have purchased and put in 
food repair, a large, new, and conve- 
tient church. | In it, was a lHarldsome 
pair of chandeliers, generously pre- 
tented to the church by a gentleman 
in Boston. 
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Our services the next day, (Sunday, 
the 24th, being also St: John’s day) 
were well attended. In consequence 
of a polite invitation, our third exer- 
cises were held in the congregational 
meeting house. At Drewsville, the next 
day, the congregation was small, and 
the people appeared to be disheartened. 
On Wednesday, the 27th, | met with 
the convention of Vermont, at Bellows’ 
Falls. _ It was well attended : so ma- 
ny clergymen of our order had never 
before been together in that state. Af- 
ter the exercises usual on such occa- 
sions, the business of the convention 
was conducted and finished with great 
unanimity, and much to the satisfac- 
tion of the members. Nothing was 
transacted of more importance, than 
the forming of a missionary society, 
which it is hoped may prove to be 
highly beneficial. 
* By travelling expeditiously, we 
reached Guilford in season for services 
in the meeting house on the 28th. In 
the morning of the day following we 
met in the church, distant four miles ; 
and in the afternoon pursued our jour- 
ney to Greenfield. And thus was 
fmished the tour through Vermont, hav~ 
ing, in the course of it, visited ‘every 
church or Episcopal society in the 
state. Those of Sandgate met us in 
Arlington ; and the few of our com- 
munion in Pawlett and Wells have 
the benefit of the visitations of the 
bishop of New York. In every pa- 
rish {| preached once; in several 
twice, and in some three times. And 
in almost every one I confirmed and 
gave the communion. In this journey, 
which almost, compassed the whole 
state, { noticed, with awakened atten- 
tion and great pleasure, much im- 
provement, which, in the last few 
years, has taken place. There ap- 
peats certainly to be an increasing re- 
spect for the doctrines of Christ and 
the worship of God. Pious, regular, 
orthodox, and well educated ministers, 
of the gospel are more respected, and 
better received ; and those of a con- 
trary character, less countenanced and 





supported. This, as we may of course 
suppose, is attended with improve- 
ment in morals; and accordingly there 
appears less of idleness and dissipation ; 
and the consumption of ardent spirits is 
evidently diminished. In agriculture, 
more neatness, order, and industry are 
visible, ‘* Godliness is profitable unto 
all things, having promise of the life 
that now is.” What reason and the 
word of God teach, does experience 
confirm, that a due regard for religious 
institutions, and especially for the 
regular and decent worship of al- 
mighty God, is productive, not of good 
morals only, but of good economy, 
and of all the blessings of civil and so- 
cial life. 

The church in Greenfield continues, 
as from the first it has been, unit- 
ed, faithful, and uniformly increasing. 
Under God, we are much indebted for 
its prosperity, to the disinterested fi- 
delity of its pastor, who from a sense 
of duty, and affection for his flock, has 
steadfastly continued with them, though 
better offers of interest and honour 
have invited his removal. 

On Monday, July 2, in company 
with the reverend Mr. Strong, | visited 
for the first time, a new parish in Ash- 
field, Massachusetts. The reverend 
Mr. Humphrey, from Lanesborough, 
and the reverend Mr. Baury, from 
Guilford, met us there. Though the 
weather was unfavodrable, a large 
congregation assembled; of whom, 
nineteen presented themselves for 
confirmation. One of the baptist so- 
cieties kindly obliged us with the use 
of their meeting house; and, by at- 
tending our services, and in other 
ways, manifested a liberal and friend- 
ly disposition. Those who had at- 
tached themselves to the church, ap- 
peared to be serious, pious people, 
actuated by religious conscientious 
motives, and their attention seemed 
to be engaged in searching for the 
good old way. We scarcely need add, 
that such a people are likely to be- 
come stable Episcopalians; and that 
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Ashfield is one of our most eligiij—m!?' 
stations for a missionary. | 
On the 26th of August, in the sayin” 
year, there was a confirmation in New” 
ov Rhode Island ; and one in Ne 
rovidence, on the 9th of Septembe 
October 2, I commenced anc 
journey, in which I visited Concor 
Holderness, Hopkinton, Br<dford, a 
Claremont, again, in New Hampshi 
































seemed at a low ebb. ‘The small y 
rish there, however, bad fitted up 
hall convenient for publick worshi 
and appeared to be increasing. TI 
parish in Holderness continued ste 
fast ; they seemed highly to appreciaim 
the favour of Episcopal visitations ; im 
be very grateful for the favour a 
comfort of the Saviour’s ordinance 
and they evidently deemed it not 
burden, but a privilege and blessing—” 


5 nd 


and it was particularly their desire 



















attend divine services twice on te 
9th. Some of the people remarked 
that it was the happiest day they ha 

everseen. . They who thus delight j 4 


the blessings of the sanctuary; w 
prize above worldly pleasures, tk 
words of life, and the ministrations « 
mercy and grace, cannot be “far frou 
the kingdom of God.” There m 
be many in this sinful world who lov 
their Saviour, when the most unworth#r, 
of his ministers are, for his sake, » 
kindly received, and so much respec 
ed; when the sacred memorials ¢ 
redeeming love give greater satisfacg 
tion than the fascinating alluremen 
of time and sense. ‘The same day 
licensed Mr. George Pe pets Sp 
received as a candidate for holy o 
ders,) to read prayers in New Hamp 
ton, a town adjoining Holderness. 
In Hopkinton, is a respectab 
though a small society, and the Lo 
has there some faithiul souls. Theif-*. 
readiness to ‘receive a prophet in tha.) 
name of a prophet,” is a pleasing a 
surance’ that ‘¢a propbet’s reward. 
shall be ‘their portion. Often ‘hav@ie~: 
they given more than “a cup of wate’ 
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to one of the least of the Lord’s disci- 
ples; may the Lord ‘ remember 
them for good.” The reverend Mr. 
Blake resides in. Concord, and has of- 
fciated there and in Hopkinton about 
two years; and his labours, we have 
ood reason to believe, are not in vain. 
L respectable gentleman of Hillsbo- 
gugh, about thirty miles from Hop- 
jnton, was so generous and kind as 
lo meet me at the latter place, and 
convey me in his carriage to Brad- 
ford; and very politely offered to 
help me on my way even to Clare- 
"mont: May the Lord reward him. 

vm Sunday, the 14th, I passed in Clare- 
mont; preached three times to very 
large and unusually attentive congre- 
zations, and administered baptism and 
confirmation. In the eleven years of 
my ministry in this office, 1 have held 
confirmation in Claremont nine times, 
‘Mand have administered the rite in that 
parish to two hunured and sixty-seven 






















persons. In no place, perhaps, are 
rked . . . 

the ministers of Christ more cordially 
y hat . ’ . r ff . 
ht We eived ; nor treated with affection 
* mmore truly Christian. 
whe ' 

' On my way into Vermont, I preach- 

‘ns eet Bellows’ Falis; on the evening 
‘foul the 16th,arrived at Manchester; <nd 


m the 17th, assisted by my reverend 
‘Borethren Bronson, Beach, Chase, Hum- 
phrey, and Baury, consecrated the new 
burch in Manchester, called * Zion 
hurch,”” The house was much crowd- 
d through all the services, by people 
who listened as those who have “‘ ears 
phear.” They remained during the 
ommunion service; and, with the 
xeeption of one denomination, all the 
mmmunicants of yarious churches 
present, including several congrega- 
ional ministers, received with us the 
Lord’s supper. It seemed as a pleas- 
ming foretaste of that happy time, when 
@' all the faithful people of God”’ shall 
unite in bis adoration and praise. May 
*his-kingdom come ;” and that we 
way be prepared for its unspeakable 
joys, “his will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.” 
43 
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Zion church is neat and commo. 


dious ; and though small, its erection 


was a noble work for a still smaller 
parish. On this occasion my thoughts 
were Jed to some serious reflections, 
whether it might not be chiefly my own 
fauit that the church in this diocese, 
most inconvenient and Jeast worthy of 
the abilities and the generous spirit of 
those who worship in it, is that of my 
own parish in Bristol. 

On the 18th, we had services in 
Arlington, where a few were confirm- 
ed; and Jordan Gray was admitted 
to the order of deacons. On my way 
from thence to the general convention 
in Philadelphia, I had leisure to re- 
main a few days in Troy, in the dio- 
cese of New York; which, both on 
account of my then declining health, 
and the politeness and very kind at- 
tentions I there received, proved a 
providential blessing. 

The general convention in October 
last, as is well known, was specially 
called on the business of the theo- 
logical seminary. The result was 
happier than perhaps auy of the mem- 
bers, under existing circumstances, had 
dared to hope. ‘To avoid the dread- 
ful evils of strife and litigation, it was 
wisely judged expedient to yield, al- 
most wholly, to the high claims of the 
diocese of New York. The constitu. 
tion adopted, gives the general conven- 
tion some coptrol in the concerns of 
the seminary®™ but in ifs operation it 
will no doubt be managed chiefly by 
that diocese. It is not my intention, 
however, to insinuate that the man- 
agement is placed in improper hands. 
Its location in the most populous, com- 
mercial, and frequented city of our 
country, will necessarily exclude a 
large part of our theological students 
from the school; and is, in my judg- 
ment, on other accounts, injudicious. 

In the month of March, in this pre- 
sent year, I attended the adjourned 
convention of Massachusetts, in Salem ; 
and in the same journey again visited 
the churches in the eastern part of 
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‘hither, 


united zeal. 
has removéd thither, and Guilford, in 


“that''state, with the exception of New- 


buaryporf, which I reserved for this 
present tour, and Was accordingly 
there ou Sunday last, in my way 
The church in Salem, in con- 
sequence of some unhappy events, is 
not so prosperous as in times past. 
That in Marblehead, continues in a 
low state, but there is reason to hope 
it may yet be revived. The churches 


in Boston are all thriving and doing 
‘well. That in Hopkinton continues 


vacant, and we may well. fear is in 
some degree discouraged. The parish 
in Newton Rave in vo degree fallen 
off from their former steadiastness and 
Thé réverend Mr. Baury 


Vermont, is now vacant. I have much 
pleasure in adding, that the reverend 
Mr. Boyle, under very favourable 
circumstances, is established in Ded- 
ham. He received priest’s orders, 
March the 23d, and was soon after 
instituted, 

In Quincy, the prospects are more 
encouraging, than at any former period 
since my acquaintance there. On 
Thursday jast, Benjamin C. Cutler 
was in that place ordained deacon, 
and has taken charge of the parish. 
On the day preceding, confirmation 
was administered in St. Matthew's 
church, in the city of Boston. 

The Massachusetts Episcopal mis- 
sionary society haves, >cently made 
very considerable elfiorts, and not 
without success, to increase the num- 
ber of their members, and to obtain 
funds. From the interest taken in 
the object, and the liberal spirit al- 
ready manifested, there is reason to 
hope that this society may ‘soon be- 
come the instrument of great good. 
Measures are taking to employ mis- 
sionaries, with due regard to economy, 
and to the utmost extent of our yet 
very scanty means. {n Salem, also, 


a missionary society has been formed, 


and something liberal has been sub- 
scribed; but to what amount, I am 
unable to state. 
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The churches in Rhode Island dy. 
tinue in a prosperous state, and with. 
out any material alteration. ‘The rep. 
erend Mr. Taft officiates in North 
Providence. The convention of oy 
churches in that state met on the fits 
Tuesday of June last, in North Kings. 
ton, when confirmation was, for the 
first time, administered in that place, 
There is some reason to hope that the 
church there will gradually emerge 
from its very low condition. 

A part of the members of my parish 
in Bristol, have associated as a mission 
ary society ; and though their means 
are small, they have contributed with 
liberality and zeal which do credit to 
their piety, and will add something to 
our little fund. 

A lady of the same parish has made 
a donation to the general missionary 
society. 

During the two last years, every 
parish in this diocese (except some 
very recently organized,) has been 
visited. In almost al! of them cop 
firmation has been once administered ; 
and in many of them twice. The 
whole number confirmed is six hur 
dred and fifty-iwo: a number cr 
tainly not large for so many churches. 
But it should be considered, that the 
greater part of our parishes are yet 
very sinall; and also that I bave not 
thought it my duty to encourage any 


to make that solemn profession of 


their belief and devotion to God, ex 
cept they are sufficiently instructed in 
Cliristianity, and receive the ordinance 
from pious, conscientious motives. 
The practice, which we may well 
fear has not been uncommon, of ai- 
mitting to confirmation, and even 
urging to be confirmed, those who 
have no serious sense of religion, nor 
réal intention to devote themselves to 
God, through Christ, is injurious to 
Christianity, and to our church in 
particular: it has caused confirmation 
to be lightly esteemed, and much neg: 
lected. And we may add, as a further 
reason, why there are in this diocese 
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few confirmations, that a great pro- 
portion of our largest parishes are on 
the sea-board ; in. which, it is, painful 
fo state, there are fewer males who 
receive the Christian ordinances. In 
a yisitation to one of our principal 
churches, there were fifty females con- 
firmed, and not one maje. In our 
country churches the mex are little 
enough attentive to, spiritual things ; 
but they are still less so in commercial 
towns. If ** one goes his way to his 
farm,” rather than his Saviour; still 
more frequently does ‘* another to his 
merchandise,” 
“To the list of candidates have been 
added, Seneca White, William T. 
Potter, Benjamin C, Cutler, Lot 
Jones, Charles H. Alden, Georze 
Griswold, and George Richardson. 
The number is smal], as is aso that of 
the ordinations, Alfred L. Baury, 
John J. Robinson, Samur:] B. Shaw, 
Silas Blaisdale, St. phen ‘H. Tyng, Jor- 
dan Gray, Charles H, Alden, Alexan- 


der “Jones, junior, and Benjamin C. 


Cutler, have been received to the or- 
der of deacons; the reverend Isaac 
Boyle only has been ordained a pres- 
byter. 

Mr. Shaw and Mr. Tyng have had 
letters dimissory to the southern states, 

As an apology for the length of this 
report, you will please to remember 
that it contains the transactions of two 
years. And as it is the duty of the 
diocesan occasionally to give instruc- 
lions to the clergy and people of his 
pastoral care, and no occasion can be 
more convenient for the purpose, than 
these addresses to the conventious of 
the clergy and laity ; together with a 
brief narrative of the more material 
prt of my official performances, | 
ave intermingled some suggestions of 
a more practical nature; and will 
venture yet further to tax your pa- 
tience, by commending two or three 


sthings to your present consideration. 
’ There is one subject, which, in 


every address, and on every occasion, 
‘in season and out of season,” I think 
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it my duty to keep constantly in view, 
and which I scarcely need add, is that 
of assisting our small poor parishes., 
In addition to what, ** at sundry times, 
and in divers. manners,” I have said. 
upon this point, permit, me to call 
your attention to the hard case of those 
who, from a conscientious preference 
for the doctrines, worship, and disci- 
pline of the protestant Episcopal 
church, have withdrawn from other 
denouiinations, wilh whom, and from 
whom, they have been accustomed to 
receive much attention, and enjoy 
great privileges, and have formed 
themselves into societies, accarding to 
our order and discipline; and now 
find themselves, in a great degree, or 
altogether, neglected. ‘They have 
none to encourage, none . to. mstruct 
them: they rarely, if ever, hear the 
words, of life from the lips of our min- 
isters ; they become at length. dis- 
heartened, and discontinue their efforts. 
Were they suitably and in season 
cherished, others would be encouraged 
to follow their example. But as the 
case is, the contrary is .the effect; 
many whose faith and hearts are with 
us, are deterred from makiag an elott 
so hopeless, 
Another subject, demanding the de- 
liberate consideration of, this conven- 
tion, is a more competent provision 
for the episcopate. It isa subject on 
which delicacy has heretofore cov« 
Strained me to be silent. But the 
time, perhaps, has now arrived, when, 
without imputation of interested mo- 
tives, 1 may and ought to remind ‘you, 
that the stability of our church, and 
its prosperity, under God, very much 
depend on the decent support of all 
its ministrations, of which. you well 
know the episcopate is among the 
most essential. We have great reasou 
to bles; God for the pious liberality of 
a iew individuals in the metropolis, 
and some other paris of this diocese, 
Without this providentiat supply,>in 
all human probability, our efforts must 
have been wholly paralyzed. We, 
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340. 
and all the succeeding generations who 
shall enjoy the benefit of these noble 
benefactions, ought not only to feel, 
but suitably to express our gratitude 
to the pious donors. To make the 
ministers of the gospel rich, or to sup- 
ply them with the means of luxury, 
would, generally speaking, be more 
likely to injure than to promote their 
usefulness. ‘They ought to be exam- 
ples of temperance, good economy, 
and self-denial. Their circumstances 
should be that temperate mean, be- 
tween want and abundance, which is 
reasonably competent to the faithful 
discharge of their many and very im- 
tant duties. In a diocese which is 
large, a bishop cannot do credit to his 
office, nor justice to his charge, whilst 
encumbered with the whole parochial 
duties of one church. 

It is not, I trust, necessary even to 
remind those who compose this con- 
vention, how essential to the prospe- 
rity of our churches is the diffusion of 
religious knowledge, and chiefly *“* the 
first principles of the doctrine of 
Christ.” For this end, you will rea- 
dily perceive that we ought to have, 
throughout the whole diocese, one 
uniform and well devised plan of ca- 
techetical instruction. It should be, 
as I conceive, a systematick digest of 
the rudiments of Christian theology, 
well calculated for instructing children 
in the church catechism; youth re- 
specting confirmation,and young people, 
and all who need it, what is the nature, 
and what the benefits of receiving, the 
Lord’s supper. Whether it is expe 
dient for this convention to appoint a 
committee, or to tak@ any measures on 
this subject, you will judge. 

In no one thing, as I conceive, can 
we better promote the interests of re- 
ligion, than in selecting, encouraging, 
and aiding pious young men, of suita- 
ble qualifications, to labour as mis- 
sionaries in the remote parts of this 
diocese. Or, if there be any one 
duty of still greater importance, it is, 
that all the members of our churches 
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should be more frequent, and monite ct 
earnest in our prayers to almighty—m sep! 
God, and the adorable Head of thinly i 
church, that he will send labourentiesoly 
into his harvest—pastors after hisibe cl 
own mind; and that he will direciader 
and prosper those who now are eniet 
gaged in the sacred ministry. It it 
much to be feared that there is amongialof 
us a very great deficiency in this duty, yas c 
without which, you well know, all ie .c 
do else is to littlé purpose. Ouripdic 
blessed Lord has particularly comput 
manded us, as the most effectual 
means of obtaining labourers for his 
work, to apply directly, by prayer, toMAt 

him, the Lord of the harvest. ‘Thathe™Brot 
may inspire, direct, and hear our t 
prayers, God mercifully grant through io 
Jesus Christ. 


ALEX, V. GRISWOLD. 


en 
To the Ediwor of the Gospel Advocate. 


Amonc those who came to Salem in 
the second embarkation, in 1629, were 
Messrs. Samuel and John Brown, the 
one a lawyer, and the other a merchant, ison 
both men of wealth, and recognisediy 
among the first patentees. Whether 
they left England to escape persecu-fit 
tion, or from mercenary considera 
tions, does not appear ; it is evident, 
however, that they were strongly at-fe 
tached. to the ritual of the English#itec 
church, and entertained the reasona-ffe 
ble expectation that the church about 
to be organized in Salem, would ad: 
here to the formulary and goveramentiit 
of the establishment. But they werefh 
soon undeceived. Governour Endi-ist 
cott, previously to their arrival, had filigi 
communicated his views to the church 
in Plymouth, and two articles were 
mutually agreed on,viz. that the church fipri 
at Salem should not acknowledge any 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction in the church fh 
at Plymouth, and that the authority of 
ordination should not exist in the cler- 
gy, as in the protestant churches in 
Europe, but should depend entirely 


upon the election of the members of 





















: ’ li 














$22.) 
church ; and that there should be 


epresentative of this power continu- 
ly in the church. Mr. Endicott was 
solved to disown all connexion with 
he church of England, to establish an 
ndependent form of ecclesiastical go- 
rament, and to abolish the use of the 
faglish liturgy. Soon after the arri- 
of the Browns, a publick meeting 
as called to obtain the sanction of 
e colony to these measures. Mr. 
indicott was successful, but not with- 
ta Vigorous opposition from a very 
sspectable minority, who bad been 
dive in promoting the settlement. 
tthe bead of this minority were the 
browns, both of whom were members 
f the council, Finding their efforts 
o restore the ancient worship and or- 
jer of the church ineffectual, they 
ithdrew from the society, and as- 
mbled in a private house, for the 
purposes cf,devotion. They did not 
continue long, however, in the enjoy- 


 ingment of their religious rights and privi- 





















eremeges, ‘The magistrates, or rather Mr. 
the Endicott, having sent to demand a rea- 
nt, son for the separation, they replied,that, 
sed Mas tuey were of the church of England, 


herMestablished by law in their native coun- 
y, it was highly proper they should 
ra-Eworship God as the government re- 
quired from whom they received their 
at-Beharter : surely they might be permit- 
ed that liberty of conscience, which all 
na-feonceived so reasonable when they 
put were on the other side of the water.” 


id: §Their arguments, however, were pro- 


sntfinounced mutinous and seditious by 
sref[most of the first settlers, who, notwith- 
di-@standing their recent sufferings for re- 
ad fligious liberty, were resolved that none 
ch should participate the blessings of this 


re 
ch 


ny 
ch 


promised land, but * saints of levelling 
principles and puritanical feelings.” 
The Browns, refusing to comply with 
the wishes of Endicott and his parti- 
of Mtns, were transported back to Eng- 
rt: Bla Governour Endicott was de- 
in Bcidedly inimical to the interests of the 
Y Episcopal church. ‘* He was deter- 
0 
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mined,” says Mr. Bentley,” ‘* to exe- 
cute his plan of church government. 
Unexperienced in the passions of men, 
and unaccustomed to consult even his 
friends, he was resolyed to admit no 
opposition, They who could not be 
terrified into silence, were not com- 
manded to withdraw ; but they were 
seized and transported as criminals. 
The fear of injury to the colony in- 
duced its friends in England, to give 
private satisfaction, and then to write 
a reproof to him who had been the 
cause of such outrages, and Endicott 
never recoveted his reputation in Eng- 
land.” 

Of Episcopacy and Episcopalians in 
Salem we hear nothing further until a 
century from this period. During that 
time, however, it is presumed the , 
number of persons attached ‘to the 
worship of the church was gradually 
increasing ; for, in 1733, a large and 
respectable society was formed, and 
the present church erected upon land 
given by Philip English; Esc. 

The first minister of St. Peter's 
church, was the Rev. Charles Brock- 
well, A.M. ‘This gentleman was edu- 
cated at St. Catharine’s Hall, (Cam- 
bridge,) and left England for this coun- 
try, May 11, 1737, having been ap- 
pointed missionary to St. Andrew’s 
church, Scituate, (Mass.) : but finding 
neither the place nor the people to an- 
swer his expectations, he accepted an 
invitation from the church in Salem, and 
united with them in a petition to the 
society for propagating the gospel in 
foreign parts, to sanction his removal. 
He entered on his official duties at 
Salem, October 8, 1738, and May 9, 
1739, was the first appointed mis- 
sionary. In a letter to the society in 
England, soon after this period, the 
wardens and vestry of the church ex- 
pressed the highest satisfaction at the 


* See a description and history of Salem, 
by the Rev. William Bentley, Collections of 
the Massachusetts Historical Society, vol. 6. 
for 1799. 









































i. 


i. +e. : z 
it MOD escie a . eo 
a oe oa. —*~ 





ow 
nif 


ee 
+) ee 


~ 
"Ss 
eee 5 
Wap e S-. e ae 


at er 
OR th. pita) ge, 


+ A gp tie 


“. - » a. 
——_— 

Satria 
: 


fe 
a 
a_i. 
— 
F ences, fn 
rt ae mat 


* 
x 


bs <x >» “ee 
ie ane 


~ 


ee we 
PEAS. 
ote > Saga vores 


“>, 
i> 


Se 
ea 


% 2 
nye 
et 
“ a 






> arn 


Sewrrgeh i 


+ SSere 


~ 2 Ree RS 


— 


a peeaehe 


342 History of: Ste. Peter's: Churchy Salem, Mass. 


appoiniment of Mr, Brockwell, and. 
spoke, of him in the warmest, terms ,of 
*BRRPRAL Os | tM 

The Society, in return, forwarded a 
large number, of the book of common 
prayer.and tracts, for gratuitous dis- 
tribution, and also furnished books for 
a parochial library. The indefatiga,. 
ble exertions. of this venerable society 
in the service of religion, deserves the 
warmest praise of every Christian, and 
demands the gratitude of every church- 
man in America. _ It commenced_ its 
operations in the first year of the last 
century, with special reference to the 
American colonies, and its disinterest- 
ed efforts.in: furthering the cause -of 
primitive. Christianity, by the support 
of missionaries, catechists, and school- 
masters, were continued without inter- 
ruption, through a period of-more than 
70: years, util the war of, the revolu- 
tion drove its missionaries from the 
field of their,spiriiual. labour, and_pros- 
trated in, the dust all the hopes of the 
church of England in America, ‘Be. 
sides the Christian liberality displayed 
in, the. support of missionaries, &c, the 
society annually expended a conside- 
rable sum im the purchase of books for 
distribution and jor, the establishment 
of parochial libraries for the bepefit of 
the clergy.*. From its formation, to 
the year 1728, the society forwarded 
to the, colonies more than 8000 volumes 
of religious books, and caused to be 
distributed by the missionaries, up- 
wards. of 100,000 tracts of devotion 
and instruction. Some of the books 
sent by the society to St. Peter's 
church still remain in the hands of the 
present rector. 

The Rev. Mr. Brockwell continued 
to officiate in Salem, until Nov. 27, 
1746, when he resigned the rectorship, 
and removed to King’s chapel, Boston, 
to which he had been appointed by 


* The number of volumes usually furnish- 
ed by the society for this purpose was 160, 
consisting of the most valuable and scarce 
books in English theology. 





[Nox, 
the bisho of London, as SUCCESSOF fg 


; . y 
Rev. Mr. Roe. 


On the, pefition of the church in Si. 
lem, the society in England sent over 
the Rev. William M:Gilchrist, A. if, 
to succeed Mr. B, Mr, M‘Gilchrig 
was born in Scotland, A. D, 1703, and 
giaduated at Baliol college, Oxford, in 
1731.. He was ordained. deacon by 
Dr. Reynolds, bishop of Lincoln, May 
20, 1733, and priest by Dr. Benson, 
bishop of Gloucester, Aug. 17, 1738, 

In 1741, he was sent out by the go. 
ciety to South Carolina, where he are 
rived in September of the same year, 
and officiated in St. Philip’s church, 
Charleston; as assistant to the Rey, 
commissary Garden,.until May, 1745, 
when he was obliged, in consequence of 
indisposition, to resign his charge and 
return toEngland. He carried withhim 
the esteem and respect of the people, 
and testimonials from the commissary 
of his ** excellent moral character ‘his 
diligence in the sacred office, and his 
attainments in Iiterafure.”’ On the 
restoration of his health, he was ap- 
pointed to’ succeed Mr. Brockwell, in 
Salem, and cntered on the duties of his 
ofice in 1747. 

Under the long and faithful ministry 
of Mr. M‘G: the Episcopal church 
graduaily increased, until it was found 
necessary,,in 1771. to make an addition 
of 20 feet to the church. ‘The same 
year the congregation engaged the Rev. 
Robert B. Nichols, as an assistant minis- 
ter. Mr. Nichols was educated at 
Queen’s college, Oxford, and is said to 
have been a very popular and eloquent 
preacher. He continued to officiate 
until Dec. 1774, when he removed to 
Halifax. 

On the commencement of the revo: 
lutionary struggle, most of the Episco- 
pal clergy in New England conscien- 
tiously refused to omit the prescribed 
prayers for the king and. royal family, 


not because they were opposed to. the, 


war, but because they believed. them- 
selves under the most sacred obliga- 









































CVs 


im 
le, 
Ty 


nhs 


his 
p> 


in 


ry 
chi 
rd 


1€ 


se 


at 


nt 








< 


1892.) 


{iohs to the church and society in Eng- 
dénd, and bound to adhere strictly to 
‘heir Oedination vows, until the contest 
$hould be decided in favour of the colo- 
nies. Among those who entertained 
these scruples, so destructive to the in- 
tetests of the charch, was the Rev. Mr. 
‘M‘Gilchrist. He continued, however, 
‘to perform his publick’ duties without 
fnuch serious interruption, unti: Feb. 
777, when he was compelled to shut 
the church, and the parish became 2l- 
most extinct. 

His constitution having become great- 

ly impaired by age and infirmities, and 
especially by the unkind and injurious 
treatment which he received, in com- 
mon with most of the clergy, during the 
war, ue died April 19, 1780, aged 73 
rears. As a token of his gratitude 
and respect for the venerable society 
in whose service he had been faithful- 
ly and creditably employed for forty 
years, he bequeathed to it three years 
salary, which was due him, and all his 
books to the minister who should suc- 
ceed him in tie parish. 

The church remained without a pas- 
tor until 1782, when the Rev. Natha- 
niel Fisher, A. M. was chosen rector. 
Mr. Fisher was born in Dedham,Massa- 
chusetts,in 1742, entered Harvard Col- 
lege, Cambridge, in 1759, and receiv- 
ed the degree of A. B. in 1763. He 
went to England, and rece;ved holy or- 
ders in 1776, from the hands of the 


right reverend doctor Lowth, bishop of 


London. He officiated as minister 
and schoolmaster, in Granville, N. 3. 
until 1781, when he removed to Sa- 
lem, and becan:e the rector of St. Pe- 
ter’s church, where he continued -:ntil 
his death, which took place suddenly, 
immediately on his return from ner- 
forming morning service on Sunday, 
Dec. 22, 1812. On the Sulay pre- 
vious to his death, he preached from 2 


Bam: zix. 34, “ how long have [ to live?” 
~ ‘The’ writings, of Mr. F. published 
during his life, were, a sermon, deliver- 


‘ed Dec. 29,1799, on ‘the death of 


Gen. Washington, from’ Psalm cxii: 6, 
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and an address delivered Oct, 96, 1804, 
at the annual’ exhibition of xa writing 
school in Salem. In ‘1818, some ‘df 
his friends,in order to cherish his memto- 
ry, and to express their regard for théir 
deceased pastor, published from His 
manuscripts a volume containing tweh- 
ty-seven sermons on moral and practi- 
cal subjects. Among these is the ser- 
mon above alluded to. In the prefate 
to this volume it is justly said of him, 
that ** to clearness of apprehension, he 
joined a sprightly imagination, which 
was exercised with ease and modesty, 
and contributed equally to illustrate 
and enliven his sentiments. ‘This, as 
well as the other faculties of his mind, 
was regulated and enriched by a de- 
voted study of the ancient classicks, 
which, tothe latest period of his life he 
read with the ardour of a true scholar.” 
His consort,Mrs. Silence Fisher,died in 
Salem, inDec. 1821. Thechurch was 
occasionally supplied by the neigh- 
bouring clergy and candidates for or- 
ders, until Trinity Sunday, 1814, at 
which time the present rector, the Rev. 
Thomas Carlile, A. M. commenced 
officiating in the capacity of reader. 
Mr. Carlile was’ born in Providence, 
K. I. and educated at Brown univer- 
sity, where he received the degree of 
A. B. in 1809, and that of A. M. in 
course. He was admitted to the holy 
order of deacons in St. John’s church, 
Providence, Jan. 10, 1816, by the 
right reverend Alexander V. Griswold, 
D. D. the present bishop of the eastern 
diocese. He received priest’s orders 
from the same hands, in St. Peter's 
church, Salem, Jan. 21, 1817: and on 
the following day, was instituted rector 
of the church.* 

‘Phe number of communjcants, at 
present belonging to the church, is about 
seventy pérsons. 


* Since the above sketch was in type, we 
learn that the Rev. Mr. Carlile. resigned |the 
rectorship of St. Peter’s church, on the 6th 
of October. The church, therefore, is abw 
vacant, , ’ 





Cae A 


Se oe 7 


Faws : 


AE Ele es 8 ee eee 
‘~ ¥ i - 
_ ~ ty r 


344 The Right of Private Judgment. * [Noy, 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 
Tue right of private judgment in 
matters of religion ts made the per- 
petual theme of observation. Scarcely 
a sermon is preached upon a publick 
occasion, which has not the liberty of 
thinking, as its burden. Now a stran- 
ger would be led to imagine from all 
this, that thinking was a very new ex. 
ercise in this community ; and that we 
were all a set of prisoners just releas- 
ed from the manacles and fetters of a 
long captivity, whose chief delight 
consists in stretching their legs and 
brandishing their arms, and shouting, 
“* we are free.” 

Such would be_ the first and most 
obvious conclusion ; but the sagacious 
inquirer who is accustomed to pene- 
trate a little under the surface of 
things, will be apt to view this matter 
with some degree of suspicion. Where 
general truths, which all acknowledge, 
and concerning which there is no dis- 
pute, are so perpetually asserted, it is 
impossible not to suppose that there is 
some ulterior design, There must be 
soine sapping and mining going for- 
ward, while the attention of the garri- 
son is called off by a false alarm. 

What greatly strengthens .this sus- 
picion, is the fact, that the open and 
avowed enemies of Christianity have 
made their attacks precisely in the 
same manner. In the year 1713, An- 
thony Collins, esquire, a notorious 
infidel, published a pamphlet entitled 
‘*a discourse of free-thinking, occa- 
sioned by the rise and growth of a 
sect called free-thinkers.” ‘To this 
production a number of answers were 
written, among which were, “ remarks 
upon a late discourse of free-thinking, 
by Phileleutherus Lipsiensis,” (aaa 
Richard Bentley ;) 
rightly stated, wherein a discourse, 
falsely so called, is fully considered,” 
** free-thoughts upon the discourse of 
free-thinking,’’ and ** Mr. C ns’s 
discourse of free-thinking, put into 
plain English, by way of abstract, for 
the tise of the poor. By a friend of the 
author.” Your readers, perhaps, will 


ee 
not be displeased at seeing a s 
men of the discourse on free-thinking 
and of the answers to it. The firg 
will be designated by the name of the 
author ; the last three by the titles of 
** rightly stated,” ‘*free-thoughts,” ang 
** plain English.”” Your readers will 
have only to substitute ‘ the right of 
private judgment,”’ for ‘* free-think. 
ing,’’ and the whole subject will at 
once be arrayed in the garb of the 
present enlightened period. 
Worcester Committee. Collins. 

** Doctrinal dis- ‘— the dictates 
courses from the of artificial design. 
pulpit are now sel- ing men, or crack. 
dom heard with sa- brained _ enthusi- 
tisfaction, or even asts; for as none 
with patience,if the else presume to be 
preacher proposes guides to others in 
to do more than to matters of specula. 
aid the inquiries of tron, so none who 
his hearers.” Pre- think they ought 
face to Dr. Ban- to be guided ‘in 
croft’s Sermons, those matters make 


D. Huntington, choice of any but 


“‘ Frequent expe- such for _ their 
riments must be suides.” p. 4. 


made upon (the 
common people's) 
credulity and good 
nature. If they 
hear it inculcated 
with uncommon 
ardour, that a few 
speculative. points 
in theology are the 
essentials of _reli- 
gion,no doubts may 
be entertained.””— 


Elec, Serm, \822., 
Bentley. 
“‘No man must take Euclid or Archi- 
medes, our Leibnitz, or your Newton, 
or any one else dead or living, for his 


* free-thinking, guide in speculation, They were de- 


signing en or else crack-brained en- 
thusiasts, when they presume to write 
mathematicks and become guides to 
others.. He’s a great astronomer 
without Tycho or Kepler, and an ar: 
chitect without Vitruvius. He walk’d 
alone in his infancy, and was never 
led in hanging sleeves, Erasmus, 
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Grotius, Bochart, and other great men, 


that have wrote commentaries on the 
bible, and presumed to be guides to 
others, were either crack-brained fools, 
or designing knaves.” Phil. Lips. 


P 2 Free Thoughts. 

“As the earthly shepherd is not 
supposed tu eat for his sheep, that 
they may become fat; but only to 
bring them to proper pasture, that they 
may nourish themselves; so neither 
is the spiritual shepherd at all sup- 
posed to think for his flock, that they 
may become wise; but only to con- 
duct and direct them in such a man- 
ner, that they may be able to think 
for themselves, while he keeps con- 
stant and faithful watch to secure them 
from the dark and insidious sophistry 
of such free thinking authors ; as the 
earthly shepherd defends his flock 
from the prowlings of the nightly 
wolf.” p, 63. 

Plain English. 

“The clergy who are so impudent 
fo teach the people the doctrines of 
faith, are all either cunning knaves or 
mad fools; for none but artificial de- 
signing men, and crack’d-brained en- 
thusiasts, presume to be guides to oth- 
ers in matters of speculation, which all 
the doctrines of Christianity are ; and 
whoever has a mind to learn the 
Christian religion, naturally chuses 
such knaves and fools to teach them.” 
r Tin Sermons. . 
“The right of 


private judgment 
will not be ques- 
fioned. If we vo- 
luntarily resign it, 
we part with our 
religious capacity, 
we undermine the 
foundation of per- 


Collins. 
‘If we havea 


right to know any 
truth whatsoever, 
we have a right to 
think freely. 

‘*Let men be 
restrained from 
thinking on any 
science,or any part 
tonal religion, and of a science, they 
tan no longer live must be ignorant 
in the rational ex- so far as the re- 
ercise of faith and straint goes.” And 
hope,” p. 21,22. ifa few men take 

now and then a 
ADVOCATE, VOL, II, 
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Collins. 
little liberty, and 
break thro’ the ¢s- 
tablished restraint, 
their thoughts will 
never be so perfect 
as if all men were 
allowed and en- 
couraged to think 
of that matter ; but 
their progress in 
thinking will be 
only proportionate 
to that degree of 
free thinking which 
prevails. 
Beuatley. 

“*The characteristick of this sect does 
not lie at all in the definition of think- 
ing, but in stating the true meaning of 
their adjective free. Which, in fact, 
will be found to carry much the same 
notion, as bold, rash, arrogant, pre- 
sumptuous, together with a strong pro- 
pension to the paradox and the perverse. 
For free with them has no relation at 
all to outward impediment or inhibi- 
tion, (which they neither do nor can 
complain of, not with you in England 
I am sure,) but means an inward 
promptness and Jorwardness to decide 
about matters beyond the reach of their 
studies, in opposition to the rest of 
mankind. If Origen, Erasmus, Gro- 
tius, &c. chance to have any nostrum 
against the current of common doc- 
trine, they are presently of his party, 
and be dubbs them free-thinkers; in 
all the rest of their writings, where 
they fall in with the common opinions, 
they are discharged by him with igno- 
miny; even proscribed as untbinkers, 
half-thinkers, and enemies to free-think- 
ing. Why this unequal usage, unless he 
thinks freedom of thought to be then on- 
ly exercised, when it dissents and op- 
poses? Has not the world for so many 
ages thought and judged freely on Eu- 
clid, and yet has assented to all his pro- 

ositions ? Is it not possible, to have 
used the like freedom, and yet close in 
with the apostle’s creed, our confession, 
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or your articles ? Surely .I think as 
freely, when I conclude my soul is im- 
material, as the author does, when he 
affirms his to be made of the same ma- 
terials with that ofa swine.” p. 11, 12. 


The Right of Private Judgment. 


Bancrofi's Sermons. 
To what cause 


are we indebted 
for the great im- 
provements, which 
have been made in 
most branches of 
science and _ philo- 
sophy ? To the li- 
berty which scien- 
tifick men have en- 
joyed fearlessly to 
examine establish- 
ed systems, to 
bring theories to 
the test of expe- 
riment,and to pub- 
lish the resuit of 
their investigations 
without hazarding 
their personal safe- 
ty, or their worldly 
interest. The same 
liberty of : inquiry 
and _— publication 
would produce the 
‘like beneficial ef- 
fects in theology.” 


Collins. 


**Upon the whole 
therefore, thinking 
upon all human 
sciences being the 
only way of arriv- 
ing at perfection in 
them; nay, being 
the only method to 
make a man under- 
stand the sublimest 
of all sciences, the- 
ology, or the will of 
God contained in 
the holy scriptures ; 
it must be at least 
lawful, or a man’s 
right to think free- 
ly.” p. 12, 

* To be informed 
consists in being 
made to think just- 
ly and truly, of 
things: but how 
should men _ think 
justly who do not 
think freely ? How 


indeed can men 


Ser. xiii. p. 194. — think at all of any 
| thing, of which 
- they do not think 
freely ?” p. 15. 

Plain English. 
‘* How can a man think at all, if he 
, does not think freely? A man who 
does noteat and drink freely, does 
not eat and drink at all. Why may 
not I be denied the liberty of free- 
seeing as well as free-thinking? Yet 
nobody pretends that the first is un- 
lawful, for a cat may look on a king ; 


though you be near sighted, or have 
weak of sore eyes, or are blind, you 
may be a free-seer ; you ought to see 
for yourself, and not trust fo a guide 
-to chuse the colour of your stockings, 
or save you from falling into a ditch, 


(Noy, 


*‘In like manner there ought to 
no restraint at all on thinking f 
upon any proposition, however impioy 
or absurd. There is not the least hoy 
in the wickedest thoughts, provide 
they be free; nor in telling thoy 
thoughts to every body, and in endes. 
vouring to convince the world of them, 
for all. this is included in the doctrig 
of free-thinking, as I shall plainly shoy 
s . 
you in what follows; and therefoy 
you are all along to understand 
word free-thinking in this sense.” p.§, 

** And here I must take leave to tel 
you, although you cannot but hat 
perceived it from what I Have alreai 
said, and shall be still more ampl 
convinced by what is to follow ; tha 
free-thinking signifies nothing, without 
free-speaking and free-writing. Iti 





the indispensable duty of a free-think 


er, to endeavour forcing al! the worl 
to think as he does, and by thd 
means make them free-thinkers ta 
You are also to understand, that I; 
low ne man to be a free-thinker, a 
further than as he differs from the r 
ceived doctrines of religion, Whe 
a man fal!s in, though by _peried 
chance, wié: what is generally belier 
ed, he is in that point a confined ar 
limited thinke; ; and you shall see 
and by, that I celebrate those for th 
noblest free-thinkers in every ag 
who differed from the religion of thei 
countries in the most fundament 
points, and especially in those whi 
bear any analogy to the chief fund 
mentals of religion among us.” p. 13 
Bancroft’s Sermons. Cellins. 
“Consider for ‘But to giv 
a moment the per- you the perfecie 
nicious influence image { am ab 
which the sub- how 
scription tohuman absurdities 4% 
articles of faith both jn princip 
must have on the and practice, 
clergy of anation- thinking _ is 
al establishment. strained; I wi 
The ministers of put the case 
the altar are un- free-secing, 
der much greater suppose the sa 
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unavoidable 
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of 
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° Bancroft's Sermons, 

yestraint. in the 
sludy of scripture, 
than the people to 
) they preach. 
in must profess 
and preach such 
doctrines as their 
church has _pro- 
nounced orthodox ; 
they must maintain 
the opinions which 
maintain them in 
their offices. Rea- 
soning from com- 
mon principles of 
human nature, can 
men thus bound 
and shackled, stu- 
dy the sacred ora- 
cles with an unbi- 
assed judgment, & 
preach in its purity 
and simplicity, the 
truths of the gos- 
pel? Where there 
is no national es- 
tablishment, if a 


particular system 
of doctrine he by 


consent 
denominated or- 
thodox, and the 
Christian charec- 
fer be denied to 
luese who dissent 
from it, what en- 
couragement has a 
minister diligently 
fo study the scrip- 
tures? What se- 
curity has the 
preacher, that a 
diligent study of 
the bible will not 
lead to a view of 
Christian doctrines 
opposed to preva- 
lent opinions, and 
constrain him to 
adopt a method of 
preaching which 


general 


The Right of Private Judgment. 


Collins. 
methods made use 
of to prevent free- 
seeing which are 
to prevent free- 
thinking. Suppose, 
then, that certain 
men have a fancy 
in their heads, that 
it is absolutely ne- 
cessary either to 
the peace of socie- 
ty or ome other 
great purpose, that 
all men_ should 
have the same be- 
lief with relation 
to certain objects 
of the eyes ; and 
in order to obtain 
that end,will make 
all men under their 
power subscribe 
the same confes- 
sion. of eye-sight 
faith. Now such 
a fancy as this can 
hardly come into 
any men’s heads, 
but either of those 
who are some way 
or other very ie- 
markable for that 
kind of madness 
which common 
people will be apt 
to mistake for di- 
vine illumination, 
or else of cunning 
projecting fellows 
who have a design 
upon men's pock- 
ets, For | think 
men of real sense, 
and that have no 
interested designs, 
will either judge 
all mistakes of that 
nature to be passed _ 
over and forgiven, 
since no man can 


be willingly guil- 


Bancroft’s Sermons. 
will expose him to 
the loss of his good 
name, his living, 
and his influence ? 
His sure course is 
to shut his bible, 
and take the sys- 
tem of an orthodox 
divine as the rule 
of his faith, and as 
an authority for 
the doctrine which 
he preaches.” p. 
320, 321. 
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Collins. 

ty of them; or if 
they should hap- 
‘pen to think such 
mistakes to be of 
very bad conse. 
quence and to be 
unpardonable, yet 
they will judge 
that the best way 
to make men see 
truly, is to make 
them see freely ; 
and that it is more 
reasonable to let 
all men trust to 
their own eyes, 
(who have the 
greatest interest 
in not deceiving 
themselves,) than 
to oblige them to 
take up an eye- 
sight faith, upon 
the authority of 
others who have 
nothing else at 
best but their eye- 
sight to direct 
them, ‘and who 
may as well be 
mistaken as any 
body else through 
weakness of eyes, 
and besides may 
have a design to 
deceive mankind. 
] say, therefore, 
that whoever is ca- 
pable of such a ridi- 
colous project,must 
be either a weak 
or designing man. 
And let him ~ be 
which you please, 
he will of course 
make an absurd 
confession of eye- 
sight faith.” p. 15. 

‘‘Any restraint 
whatsoever from 
treason on thinking, 











Collins. 
is absurd in itself. 
No just restraint 
can be put to my 
thinking, but some 
thought, some pro- 
position, or argu- 
ment, which shows 
me that it is not 
lawful for me to 
think on the sub- 
ject 1 propose to 
do. As, for in- 
stance, I propose 
to consider, wheth- 
er the Christian 
religion is founded 
on divine revela- 
tion; but am told, 
or suggest to my- 
self, the great dan- 
ger and sinfulness 
of thinking on that 
subject, for fear I 
should be caught 
by the sophistical 
arguments of infi- 
dels, and so be 
eternally damned 
for my unbelief: 
whereas [| am in 
the way of salva- 
tion, and in no 
danger in my un- 
examining state ; 
and therefore it is 
sinful in me to run 
any hazard, by 
thinking on that 
matter.” p, 25, 26. 
Rightly stated. 

“Have not alla right to taste, as 
well as tosee? And why should tast- 
ing be restrained? Why should not 
one, if he has a mind to it, use hem- 
Jock instead of parsley, henbane for 
turnip, and take rats-bane for sugar or 
ginger ? What reason to bind persons 
up to the opinions, experience and 
observation of pbysicians, chymists, 
and pretended naturalists, who may 
be either fools or-knaves, and so either 
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ignorantly or designedly impose upon 
mankind ? Thus free-tasters may urge 
all the reasons of free-seers, and re- 
fuse to take any one’s word, or to trust 
to any but themselves. And would it 
be no kindness to offer to convince 
them, and even to restrain them? Or 
should they be let alone, till they had 
destroyec themselves, and exposed 
their folly ? 1 do not believe that our 
author, and his fellow free-thinkers, 
would complain much of being kept 
from poisoning themselves, at least, 
not while they have a conceit of life. 
But the grievance which they com- 
plain of, and which makes them so 
uneasy, is to oblige them to think of 
the soul, and to take care of it.” p. 29. 


Bentley. ; 
‘¢ But now we have him for ten 


pages together, with image and alle- 
gory; free-seeing is substituted for 
free-thinking, and a confession of eye- 
sight faith for a Christian creed ; and 
then ina tedious parallel the several 
juggles of hocus pocus make the em- 
blem of priestcraft. Argument in all 
this you are to expect none, there’s 
no occasion for that: for illustration, 
similitude, comparison, especially 
when turned to ridicule and distorted 
into farce, do the business much bet- 
ter; and (as I have been told) work 
wonders for the growing sect, and 
make converts to admiration.”’ p. 24. 

‘* What in common life would de- 
note a man rash, fool-hardy, hair- 
brained, opiniatre, craz’d, is recom- 
mended in this scheme as the true 
method in speculation. Are you dan- 
gerously sick ? You will call an able 
physician. Is your estate threatened 
an attack? You will consult the best 
lawyer. But have you an affair upon 
your hands, wherein your very soul 
and being and all eternity lie at stake ? 
(Neque enim ludicra petuntur prae- 
mia.) Why there you are to seek no 
help, but confide in your own abilities. 
That is, if you have a very deep broad 
river to pass ; scorn to ask for cork or 
bladders ; flounce in, and hazard all, 
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though you have 
swim.” p. 29. 


Bancroft’s Sermons, 
** Reason and 
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never learnt to 


Collins. 
“If the surest 


revelation, | think, and best means of 
warrant the posi- arriving at ‘truth 
tion thatevery man lies in free-think- 
who seriously en- ing, then the whole 


deavours to ac- 


duty of man with 


quire the know- respect toopinions, 
ledge of divine lies only in free- 
truth, and habitug thinking. Because 


ally practises ac- 


he who thinks free- 


cording to the dic- ly does his best to- 


tates of an enlight- 
ened conscience, 
will be accepted 
at the final judg- 
ment; but the in- 
dividual who com- 
plies with this con- 
dition of accep- 
tance can be po- 
sitively ascertained 
only by him who 
knows the heart. 
To the serious 
consideration 
those who feel dis- 
posed to condemn 
a brother merely 
for his Christian 
opinions, | present 
the reproof of our 
Saviour to his 
disciples, Ye know 
not what spirit ye 
are of.”” p, 22. 


wards being in the 
right, and conse- 
quently does all 
that God, who can 
require nothing 
more of any man 
than that he should 
do his best, can 
require of him.— 
And should he 
prove mistaken in 
any opinions, he 
must be as accep- 


of table to God as if 


he received none 
but right opin- 
ions.” p. 33. 


Free Thoughts, 

** If humility and submission render 
us acceptable unto God, must not pre- 
sumption render us guilty to him? Did 
free: thinking lead Seneca to the truth, 
when he declared against the immor- 
tality of the soul, and against future 
rewards and punishments ? Did it lead 
Epicurus right, when he boldly denied, 
that the world was made or governed 
by God ? Or, did it truly instruct Dia- 
goras, when he denied his very being ? 
Did these persons, by free-thinking, 
do all that God could require of them ? 
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Or were they as acceptable to him 
with their mistakes, as if they had 
thought less freely, less insolently, 


and more justly ?” 

Improved Version. 

“ The introduc- 
tion of the devil in- 
to this scenical re- 
presentation, [our 
Saviour’s tempta- 
tion,} no more 
proves the real ex- 
istence of such a 
being, than the in- 
trotiuction of the 
lamb, or the red- 
dragon, in the 
apocalyptick —vi- 


p. 31. 
Collins, 
*¢ | must not omit 


one great benefit 
of free-thinking, of 
which all past ages 
as wellast. pre. 
sent may convince 
us. Free-thinking 
is upon experience 
the only proper 
means to destroy 
the devil’s king- 
dom among men ; 
whose dominion 


sion, is a proof of and power are ever 


the real existence 
of those symbolical 
figures.” Note to 
Matt. iv. 1. 

The devil. ‘The 
principle of evil 
personified.” Note 
to Matt. xiii. 38. 

The devil. “This 
symbolical person 
is here represented 
as uniformly wick- 
ed.” Note to 
John viii. 44. 

“Satan entered 
into him, (Judas 
Iscariot.) Wicked 
men, instigated by 
their bad passions, 
are spoken of as 
possessed by sa- 
tan, or the devil ; 
as mad men are 
represented as pos- 
sessed by demons 
or human ghosts, 
and with as little 
foundation. But it 


was the current 
language of the 
times.’’ Note to 


John xiii. 27. 


¢ 


more or less ex- 
tensive as free- 
thinking is dis- 
couraged and al- 
lowed.” p. 27. 
“The devil is 
entirely banished 
the United Provin- 
ces, where free- 
thinking is in the 
greatest perfec- 
tion; whereas all 
round about that 


‘commonwealth, he 


appears in various 
shapes: sometimes 
in his own, some- 
times in the shape 
of an old black 
gentleman, some- 
times in the shape 
of adead man, and 
sometimes in that 
of a cat. He ob- 
sesses some, pos- 
sesses others, and 
enters into confe- 
deracy with oth- 
ers.”” p. 28. 

‘Great numbers - 
of witches have 
been almost. annu- 
ally executed in 


The Right of Private Judgment. 


Collins. 
England from the 


remotest antiquity 
to the late revolu- 
tion ; when upon 
the liberty given 
and taken to think 
freely, the devil’s 
power visibly de- 
clined, & England, 
as well as the Unit- 
ed Provinces, ceas- 
“ed to be any part 
of his Christian 
territories. 

“ Let the priests 
give such an in- 
stance of their suc- 
cess , against the 
devil any where.”’ 
p. 30, 

Plain English. 

‘“« If you are apt to be afraid of the 
devil, think freely of -bim, and you 
destroy him and his kingdom, Free- 
thinking has done him more mischief 
than all the clergy in the world ever 
could do; they believe in the devil, 
they have an interest in him, ‘and 
therefore are the great supports of his 
kingdom.” ‘* My meaning is, that to 
think freely of the devil, is to think 
there is no devil at all; and he that 
thinks so, the devil’s in him if-he be 
afraid of the devil.” - pp. 6, 7. 

Bancroft’s Sermons. Collins. 

*“‘Our Saviour ‘Our Saviour 
prefaces a case of particularly com- 
moral duty with mands us to search 
the question, why, the scriptures, that 
even of yourselves, is, to endeavour to 
judge ye not what find out their true 
is right? It isthen meaning. And for 
evident that Christ fear we should sur- 
recognised powers render our judg- 
in man to judge of ments to our fath- 


the evidence on ers, and mothers, 


which his religion or church rulers, 
is founded, and to or preachers, he 
perceive that his bids us take heed 
instructions. are what we hear, and 
conformable tothe whom we _ hear, 


Bancroft's Sermons. 
unchangeable laws 
of truth and recti- 
tude.” p. 18. 

“We are com- 


[ Nov. 


Collins. 

and to beware of 
their doctrine.— 
And why, says he, 
even of yourselves 


manded to cal! no judge ye not what 


man father, know- 
ing that one is our 
Father, who is in 
heaven.” p. 22. 


Dan Huntington. 
** Good | senti- 


ments legitimately 
derived from the 
word of God, are 
unquestionably the 
foundation of reli- 
gion. But in deter- 
mining what these 
are, every man 
must judge for him- 
self. ‘ Why even 
of yourselves,’ 
saith our Lord, 
‘judge ye not 
what is right”— 
‘Not for that we 
have dominion 
over your faith,’ 
saith our Apostle. 
And again, ‘ Who 
art thou, that judg- 
est another man’s 
servant.’ Every 
man must judge 
for bimself,and any 
attempt to subject 
him to any incon- 
venience on this 
account is usurpa- 
tion.”’ Elec. Serm. 
1822, 


is right ? If a man 
come to me, and 
hate not his father 
and mother, he 
cannot be my dis- 
ciple. And he 
commanded — his 
own disciples not 
to be called rabbi 
nor masters; by 
which last words 
our learned com- 
mentator, the Rev. 
Dr. Whitby, un- 
derstands, ‘ that 
we should call no 
man guide, or mas- 
ter upon eartb, no 
fathers, no church, 
no council.’ And 
indeed whoever 
considers, that all 
the priests upon 
earth were ene- 
mies to our blessed 
Saviour and _ his 
gospel, and that 
he, giving the pri- 
vilege of infallibi- 
lity to no body 
besides his holy a- 
postles, could not 
be secure that any 
priests would ever 
be otherwise; | 
say, he who con- 
siders this, can 
never think it pos- 
sible far Christ to 
give so partial a 
command, as to 
contain a reserve 
in behalf of any 
set of priests, in 
prejudice of the 
general rules of 








at 





Collins. 
free-thinking, on 


which the gospel 


was to be built, 
and which he so 
particularly laid 
down and inculcat- 
ed.”” pp. 45, 46. 

*‘ As there can 
be no reasonable 
change of vpinions 
among men, no 
quitting of any old 
religion, no recep- 
tion of any new 
religion, nor be- 
lieving any reli- 


gion at all, but by 


‘means of  free- 


thinking 4 so the 
holy scriptures, a- 
greeably to reason, 
and to the design 
of our blessed Sa- 
viour of establish- 
ing his religion 
throughout the 
whole — universe, 
imply every where 
and press in many 
places the duty of 
free. thinking. 

* The design of 
the gospel was, by 
preaching, to set 
all men upon free- 
thinking, that they 
might think them- 
selves out of those 
notions of God 
and religion which 
were every where 


established by law, 


and receive an un- » 


known God and an 
unknown religion 
on the evidence the 
apostles, or first 
messengers, pro- 


duced to convince ( 


them.” pp. 43,.44. 
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Plain English. 

** Christ himself commands us to be 
free-thinkers, for he bids us search the 
scriptures, and take heed what and 
whom we hear; by which he plainly 
warns us, not to believe our bishops 
and clergy ; for Jesus Christ, when 
he considered that all the Jewish and 
heathen priests, whose religion he 
came to abolish, were his enemies, 


tightly concluded that those appointed 


by him to preach his own gospel, 
would probably be so too; and could 
not be secure, that any set of priests, 
of the faith he delivered, would ever 
be otherwise; therefore it is fully 
demonstrated that the clergy of the 
church of England are mortal enemies 
to Christ, .and ought not to be be- 
lieved.” p. 9. 


Dan Huntington. 
‘* The most vio- 


lent dissensions and 
the most bloody 
wars have arisen 
among men, in at- 
tempting, by au- 
thority, to regulate 
each other’s opi- 
nions. 

** Much has been 
said on the subject 
of heresy, & much 
has been done to 
suppress it. Rut 
it is. worthy of re- 
mark, that all the 
mischief in society 
has arisen rather 
from opposition to 
heresy, than from 
heresy itself.” £. 
Sermon. 


Collins, 

‘* It is evidently 
matter of fact that 
a restraint upon 
thinking is. the 
cause of all the 
confusion which is 
pretended -to arise. 
from diversity of 
opinions ; and. that 
liberty of thinking 
is the remedy for 
all the disorders 
which are pretend- 
ed to arise from 
diversitys,of opine 
ions.” p. 103. 


Plain English. 


' It may be objected, that the bulk 
of mankind is as well qualified for 
flying as thinking, and if every man 
thought it his duty to think freely, and 
trouble his neighbour with his thoughts 


which is an essential part of free- 


thinking,) it would make wild work in 
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the world. I answer; whoever can- ~- 


not think freely, may let it alone if he 
pleases, by virtue of his right to think 
freely ; that is to say, if such a man 
freely thinks. that he cannot think 
freely, of whieh every man is a sufhi- 
cient judge,»why then he need not 
think freely,. unless he thinks fit.”— 
p- 17. 

** When every single man comes to 
have a different opinion every day 
from the whole world, and from him- 
self, by virtue of free-thinking, and 
thinks it his duty to convert every 
man to his own free-thinking, (as all 
we free-thinkers do,) how can that 
possibly create so great a diversity of 
opinions, as io have a set of priests 
agree among themselves to teach the 
same opinions in their several parishes 
to all who will come to hear them ? 
Besides, if all people were of the same 
opinion, the remedy would be worse 
than the disease; I will tell you the 
reason some other time.’’ pp. 18. 


Worcester Committee. Collins. ; 
*‘1f the correct- ‘I might in like 


ness of religious manner have in- 


tenets could be 
tested by the ta- 
lents, the learning, 
or the moral worth 
of those who have 
maintained them, 
the faith of unita- 
zians might safely 
rest on such au- 
thorities as Locke, 
and Newton, and 
Clarke, and Lard- 
ner, and Emlyn, 
and Priestly, and 
Price. In the 
works of these dis- 
tinguished men, & 
of many others, 
may. be found a 
vindication of the 
sentiments they 
professed.” Pre- 


stanced in Eras- 
mus, father Paul, 
Joseph Scaliger, 
Cartesius, Gassen- 
dus,Grotius, Hook- 
er, Chillingworth, 
lord Falkland, lord 
Herbert, of Cher- 
bury, Selden, 
Hales, Milton, 
Wilkins, Marsham, 
Spencer, Whitch- 
cot, Cudworth, 
More, sir W. Tem- 
ple, and Locke; 
but that I am afraid 
I have been alrea- 
dy too tedious ; 
and besides, they 
are all already 
known for their 
penetration, vir 


face to Dr. Ban- tue, and free- 


croft’s Sermons. 


thinking, to those 


[Nov, 


Collins. 
who apply them. 
selves to the read- 
ing of the best 
modern _ authors, 
and even by fame 
to others. I will 
only add, that as I 
take it to be a dif- 
ficult, if not im- 
possible task, to 
name a man dis- 
tinguished for his 
sense and virtue, 
and who has left 
any thing behind 
him to enable us 
to judge of him, 
who has not given 
us some proofs of 
his free-thinking, 
by departing from 
the opinions com- 
monly received, 
(as indeed every 
man of sense who 
thinks at all must 
do, unless it can 
be supposed possi- 
ble, when opinions 
prevail by mere 
chance, without 
any regard to rea- 
son, that reason 
and chance should 
produce the same 
effect ;) so I look 
upon it as impos- 
sible to name an 
enemy to free- 
thinking, however 
dignified or distin- 
guished, who has 
not been either 
crack-brained and 
enthusiastical, or 
guilty of the most 
diabolical vices, 
malice, ambition, 
inhumanity, and 
sticking at no 
means (though ev- 
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Collins, 
er so immoral) 


which he thought . 


tended to God’s 
glory and the good 
of the church or 
has not left us 
some marks of his 
profound igno- 
rance and brutali- 
ty.’ p. 177. 
Plain English. 

** T could name one and twenty more 
great men, who were all free-thinkers ; 
but that I fear to be tedious. For, 
’tis certain that all men of sease de- 
part from the opiaions commonly re- 
ceived ; and are consequently more or 
less men of sense, according as they 
depart more or less from the opinions 
commonly received ; neither can you 
name an enemy to free-thinking, how- 
ever he be dignified or distinguished, 
whether archbishop, bishop, priest, or 
deacon, who has not been either a 
crack-brained enthusiast, a diabolical 
villian, or a most profound ignorant 
brute.”’ p. 29. oy 


From the last extract, the reader 
will see that the free-thinkers of the 
Jast century were as fond of quoting 
great names as the right-of-private- 
judgment-gentiemen are in the present. 
Chillingworth and Locke certain 
belonged to the one quite as much as 
to the other. 

*s If you would have your sou reason 
well,”’. said Locke, *“‘let him read 
Chillingworth.’ And as the name of 
Chillingworth is mentioned so often, 
snd with so mucu confidence, by the 
free-thinkers of the present day, it 
may not be amiss to conclude with 
the following extracts from his writings. 

‘*For the church of England J am 
persuaded that the constant doctrine 
vf it is so pure and orthodox, that 
whosoever believes it, and lives ac- 
cording to it, undoubtedly he shall be 
saved ; and that there is no erreur in 
it, which may necessitate or warrant 
any man to disturb the peace, or re- 
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nounce the communion of it.””_ Worl», 

10th ed. p. 24. 

* We all do, worthily condemn a « 
detest that b! mous heresy of t 
Socinians, who @Xélude the meritoric 
death and suffering of Christ from ha »- 
ing any necessary influence into c 
justification and salvation, making . 
of no greater virtue than the sufferir »s 
of the blessed martyrs, who, by th: : 
death, set their seal and testimony 
the truth of the gospel which free 
offers forgiveness of sins to all pe: 
tent believers.” Serm. vy. p. 58, 

‘ —a= 
To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate, 

The Age of Benevclence, A Poem, 
Cantos Witcox. Book I. Ni 
Haven, 1822. 

I nave lately read, with great pleasu 

this interesting production of the An 

rican muse, and admire it no less 


~ 


‘the excellence of its matter, than > 


the beautiful garbin which it is ador:- 
ed. When the charms of poetry : 
thus ealisted in the cause of pure 2 
undefiled religion, and the pecul 
doctrines of the gospel are the theme 
admiration and gratitude ; when ; 
«ius exerts its utmost efforts, and far 
its warmest glow, in the cause of tr 
and of heaven, how much does the 
trinsick. worth of the American p 
rise above the licentious principles 
the bewildered Byron’ It is delig 
ful to the feelings of the pious beart 
know, that, while the infidel and 
scorner, and him who bears the Ch) 
tian name without the Christian’s 
faith, are all engaged in overthrowing 
the venerable fabrick of ‘* the faith 
once delivered to the saints,” there 
are those, who, with the ‘* tear of God 
Lefore their eyes,”’ and a ‘* knowledge 
of his truth” in their hearts, raise the 
banner of the cross, and proclaim sal- 
vation to a guilty world, through the 
atoning blood of the incarnate God, 


Such men are an honour to American. 


literature, and to theic country, and 
their country should give them the 
meed of its applause. Mr. Wilcox 
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certainly ranks with the first, and I 
would add, our best poets. The sub- 
jects he has chosen fur his theine are 
important, as wellasialeresting. “ The 
benevolence of God im his works: 
His benevolence the thenic of revela- 
tion : Its highest glory in the work of 
redemption, and in the renovating ef- 
fects of the preaching of the cross,” 
&c. &c. are subjects on which angels 
delight to dwell. 

As it is not, however, my object to 
review the work as a critick, [ shall 
content myself with inviting the atten- 
tion of your readers to the.following 
extract from this interesting poem ; 
and recommending the work to their 
patronage. 


* But, far above all others, though sublime, 
One grand display of goodness infinite 
Rises to,view, astonishes, attracts, 
Commands the admiration of high heaven, 
The gratitude ofearth. All eyes at once 
To Calvary look, for this supreme display 
Of greatness and benevolence combined ; 
To man’s redemption from the curse deserved 
Of death eternal, at the price of blood’ 
Poured from the wounds of God’s expiring 
Son 
Poured from his heart of overflowing love. 
Here all the glories of the Godhead meet, - 
And in one splendid constellation shine ; 
Here with consummate harmony they blend 
Their various beauties, and together form 
A token of mercy, thfown across that cloud 
Suspended o’er the world, with vengeance 
charg’d, 
Threatening destruction. 
wer, ) 
All measureless, to this stupendous work 
The grandeur of divinity impart ; 
But love imparts the loveliness divine. 
Love, love unspeakable, pervades the whole, 
Throughout diffusing its inmortal charms. 
Love was its source in the eternal mind, 
And its accomplishment was wrought by 
love. 
Love made the covenant ere time began, 
And love fulfilled it at the destined hour. 
Twas love that wept, and agonged, and 
died 5 
That rose to intercede, and judge, and reign. 
Tis love unquenchable, its great design 
Pursuing still intently, that sends down 
The gracious Spirit, to constrain, and fit 
The guilty, proffered pardon to receive, 
The lost salvation; and almighty love, 


Wisdom, justice, 


The Age of Benevolence—a Poem. 


[Nov. 


Its work to finish, in despite of earth, 

Sin, death, and hell; combined for its defeat, 
Sately, triumphantly, to heaven conveys 
Trophies innumerable, there to shine 

For ever, to its everlasting praise. 


»” “ The bleeding cross, howe’er by thank- 
less man 

Scorned as the monument of his deep guilt, 

His utter helplessness, ruin entire, 

Entire dependence on another’s aid, 

Is yet the only monument that shows, 

In all the greatness of his high descent 

And destiny immortal, bis true worth 

In heaven’s account. ‘The cross, howe’er 
despised, 

And to a curse perverted by the blind, 

Is yet the only ladder to the skies, 

For men to climb, or angels to descend. 

Between this world and that of spirits blest, 

Glad intercourse, without the cross, were 
none” 

The earth, united by no golden chain 

Of mercy, to the realm of innocence, 

By none united to the throne above, 

Would run alone its melancholy course, 

By its Creator's never changing frown 

Blasted throughout, presenting to the sight 

Of heaven’s pure beings, keeping all aloof, 

A spectacle of horrour unrelieved. 

Torn from the anchor of hope, a wreck im- 
mense, 

With what rapidity and terrible force, 

Straight toward destruction would it drive 
along, 

From its whole surface sending to the skies 

The shrieks and wailings of despairing men ! 

Without the radiance of etherial day, 
From the third heaven let down, a cheering 
stream, . 
Through the one skylight opened by the 
cross, 

With-what thick darkness were this dungeon 
filled, 

That nothing could remove and none endure! 

And jive there those, within this heavenly 
light, 

Who, fond of darkness, madly shut their 
eyes, 

And Ey os at every step, in- painful doubt 

Which way to’turn, though on the fatal 
brink ? 

As if upon a world of one long night 

A sun should rise, and its inhabitants, 

In wilful blindaess, should still feel their way, 

Stumbling at noon#1s there, within this ight, 

A single eye, that overlooks the cross, 

As fabled, or not needed ? Can there be 

An eye, that never watered it with tears 

Of papitence and love ? a stubborn knee, 

That never bowed before it ? or a hand 


That never clasped it with the energy 
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Of hope, in that glad moment when it springs 

From: deep despair? ©, can there be a 
heart, 

That never, at its foot, poured out itself 

In supplications, thanks, and humble vows 

Of unreserved devotedness till death ? 

Away with every refuge from the woes, 

Here and hereafter, but the bleeding cross ! 

Who flees to any other, for relief 

From conscious guilt, and misery, is undone ; 

Who leads to any other, them that wait 

His guidance, adds their ruin to his own,” 

And on himself redoubled vengeance draws. 

Wo to the men who tear away the cross ! 

Sole prop and pillar of a sinking world, 

Ifits foundation by unhallowed hands 

Be undermined, what, what can give sup- 
port ? } 

But, hush, my fears ! it rests not on the sand ; 

The raging waves, that dash against its base, 

Siok harmless, after foaming out their shame : 

Quick, at the voice of the almighty Word, 

Away they shrink, their shallowness betray, 

Stir up, and leave exposed to every eye, 

The foulness at the bottom unconcealed. 

From Calvary springs the only fount of life, 

Knowledge, and truth, celestial. Whoso 
drinks, 

Feels immortality begun within, 

And his .dim vision cleared from every mist 

Of doubt and ignorance ; its virtues high 

He that contemns, is wholly dead at heart, 

And, ina maze of errours without end 

Bewildered, darkling winds his joyless way. 

Divine Redeemer, thou art truth itself ; 

In thee are found its sum, and living source, 

Its boundless and inestimable stores,/ 

They that forsake thee, that with hands 
profane, — 

From thee thy uncreated glory wrest, 

Thy independent throne, and in the pride 

Of false philosophy, refuse to sit 

Meek learners at thy feet, how fast they pass 

From one delusion to another wefse, 

Gone, from the earliest hesitdtmg thought 

Of leaving thee, well nigh beyond the hope 

Of restorationy&s if left in turn! 

One step from thee, thy Godhead, and thy 
cross 

Inseparable, and down a steep descent, 

Down, down they go, with bold and bolder 
strides, 


Till, ali. restraint thrown off, one desperate 


RE sing 

Sinks them below the light. of truth and 
heaven, ; 

In the dread gulf of infidelity, 

The fatal gulf.. Between this rayless depth, 

And that celestial height, from which they 
leap 

Who once from thee depart, exists no ground 

On which to rest ; all is but empty air ; 


The Age of Benevolence—a Poem, 





In which widevvoid each pause the falli: 
make, 

Is but a transient hovering on the wing. 

Saviour of men, almighty as thou art, 

And infinite in mercy, to thy thione, 

Though human argument and ‘friersic},; 

Restore the w ng, there to knees er ai 

In adoration, and repeat the praise 

Of thy divine perfections, once their song. 

Turn back the tide of errour, flowing wide 

Bearing away the boundaries of truth 

For ages fixed, the enclosure breaking do 

Of many a garden planted by thy hand, 

Laying it open to the world’s wide waste. 


/ “Tis when the cross is preached, acc 
only then, 

That from the pulpit a mysterious power 

Goes forth to renovate the moral man. 

The cross imparts vitality divine, 

And energy omnipotent, to truth ; 

To its whole system, ineffectual else, 

Inanimate He that, without it, wields 

The sacred sword, at best, in mock displ ; 

A useless weapon flourishes in its sheat:, , 

None fee] its edge, none fear it. Men thr rs 
are, : 

Men of illustrious name, that have employ. 

Years in portraying to admiring crowds, 

In vivid colours, with the magick hand 

Of genius guided by refining taste, 

The loveliness’ of virtue, and of vice 

The hideous features, and in urging all, 

With eloquent tongue, to make the har 
choige, 

And, at the tn, with grief and self-reproa 

Have looked around in vain for the reform 

Onall the moral field within its reach, 

Their beautiful philosophy has fallen 

Powerless, as moonlight cold on the c 
snow. 

Convinced, at length, of this ite impotenc: 

And taught divinely to proclaim instead 

Messiah crucified, on the same field 

With joy have they beheld an aspect nev 

From fruits abundant, of immortal grow!: 

When amid frozen seas, mountaing of ice 

And all the horrours of a polar clime, 

Moravia’s humble but heroick sons 

The bold attempt began, truth to msk« 
known ** 

To the besotted Greenlander, and lead 

His feet. into the path of virtue and of life. 


They pointed to the heavens thick set w: . 


stars, 
All, to the least, twinkling with vivid bea 
Presenting a whole living firmament 
Through the clear atmosphere, inten: 
cold, 
Of his long wintry night; and to the sun 
Duly returning, to spread o’er Lis vales 
A sudden, transitory, summer smile : 
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356 
To these and objects visible like these, 
His eye they long directed, and from them 
To their Creator ‘aboured long to raise 
His grovelling *oughts, devotion to inspire, 
And teach obedience; while with stupid awe 
He and listened, or with wonder wild, 
But sti¥’ to vice remained a willing slave, 
Til. of success from efforts thus pursued 
I™spairing, they conducted’him at once 
A ruined wretch to Calvary, when with guilt 
He trembled at the sight, melted in love, ° 
Shook off the long-fixed clinging habit of sin, 
And from his bestial degradation rose 
To intellectual and virtuous life. 
What though the cross, presented to the 
view 
With all the humbling but momentous truths 
Inscribed oa it, offend the pride of man ? 
Shall it be hidden, or its truths effaced ? 
Shall dying men be pleased rather than 
saved ? é 
When one who traverses some polar waste, 
Feels the benumbing influence of the cold 
Steal o’er him in a grateful drowsiness, 
Too strong to be resisted, and repays with 
Bitter words, while sinking in the snow, 
The efforts of his comrades to alarm 
And rouse him, or support and drag him on, 
Is it philanthropy to please, or save? 
Will not their hated care be recompensed, 
When, borne beyond the danger, and restored 
To feeling and to reason, he pours forth 
The weeping gratitude of a full beart ? 
And will the kind severity, that seeks 
To rescue those seized by a lethargy, 
Ending, not broke, in ever-dying death, 
Receive a recompense of thanks less rich 
From the delivered 2/Or the transient scoff 
Of those delivered never, can this pain 
Like their eternal curse, and that of heaven, 
For ministering an opiate to the soul, ~ ~ 
To gain its momentary favour here? — 
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: Cruel the tenderness, that whispers peace 


To men at war with their Redeemer, men 

Who scorn his clemency, and dare his wrath! 

And O how false the friendship, that unites 

Preacher and hearer,in the rwnous work 

Of mutual flattery jE that together joins 

The sacred guide, and those who make him 
theirs, 

In travelling merrily on the high way 

Of sin and errour, as the path to heaven, 

Praising its breadth and smoothness, each in 
turn 

Cheering and cheered, deceiving and de- 
ceived, ~~” 

Undoing and undone ! Learn’d he may be, 

And eloquent, who yet the name deserves 

Of a false teacher, false in head and heart ; 

But Jearning, with its boasted powers, ar- 
rayed : 

Against the sweet simplicity of truth, 

And eloquence from counterfeited warmth, 

The painted passion of a mind at ease, 

How vain and puiful in all their pride ! 


/ Ne is the true ambassador of heaven, 


Whose learning is the knowledge of the 
truth ; 
Whose eloquence is that of piety 
Enlightened and impassioned—now a flame 
Of pure devotion rising to the skies, 
And now a stream of pure benevolence 
Poured downon man. Of such the mighty 
theme, 
That takes supreme possession of the soul, 
The bosom swelling, glowing on the lips, 
Is Christ, the Lord of life, dying to give 
Blest immortality to wretched foes ; 
Exchanging, in the plenitude of love, 
His own imperishable crown of light 
For man’s mock diadem oi wreathed thorns, 
‘I'he praise of angels for the seoff of worms, 
The infinite heatitude of heaven 
For pain unutterable on the ee 
‘ pp. 23-—33. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Eastern Diocese. 

Ax abstract of the proceedings of the Bien- 
nial Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in the Eastern Diocese, holden 
at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Septem- 
ber 25, 1822. 

THE conver‘ion was attended by the right 

reverend Alexander V. Griswold, D. D. 

bishop of the diocese, eight clerical and 

three lay deputies. 

The meeting was opened by the celebra- 
tion of divine service and a sermon, which 
were followed by the administration of the 


holy rite of confirmation, and the sacrament 
of the Lord’s supper. 

The reverend Asa Eaton was chosen sec- 
retary of the convention. 

The reverend Mr Crocker, reverend Mr. 
Burroughs, reverend Mr. Bronson, reverend 
Mr. ‘Ten Broeck, reverend Dr. Jarvis, reve- 
rend Mr. Eaton, reverend Mr. Morss, Dud- 
ley A. Tyng, and George Brinley, esquires, 
were chosen the standing committee of the 
diocese. 

The reverend Dr. Jarvis was appointed 
chairman of the standing committee. 





a 


low: in oe oe ne oe 


es 


Ses - ifs ne py- = 


anc aco -«- 








ov. 


e 
ath! 
tes 


him 


ar- 


the 
me 


jhty 


il, 


ent 
eU- 


Mr. 
end 
‘VE- 
ude 
res, 


ted 


1822] 


The alterations in the constitution pro-. 


posed at the last meeting of the convention 
were unanimously adopted.* 

The following alterations in. the constitu- 
tion were proposed and ordered to lie over 
for consideration at the next meeting of the 
convention ; viz. in the second article, that 
the words, “ each of the states Uy rotation,” 
be erased, and the words, **such place as 
shall be agreed upon at the preceding con- 
vention,” be inserted: also, that after the 
words “lay delegate,”” the words, ‘or 
delegates, not exceeding three,” be insert- 
ed. In article tenth, that the word annual 
be substituted for the word * biennial.” 

Agreeably to the provisions of the 45th ca- 
non the bishop delivered an address exhibiting 
a view of the state of the church in the diocese 
and an account of his official duties since the 
last convention. Whereupon it was 

Resolved, That so much of the bishop’s ad- 
dress as relates to the supply of vacant pa- 
rishes, the support of the episcopate, and a 
uniform system of catechetical instruction 
for the diocese, be referred to the reverend 
Dr. Jarvis, reverend Mr. Morss, and reve- 
rend Mr. Leonard. 

The above committee reported the fol- 
lowing resolutions, which were unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved, That the bishop be, and he here- 
by is requested to assign to the several rec- 
tors of parishes within the diocese, such mis- 
sionary duties as he shall think expedient; 
and that it be, and it hereby is recommended 
to the several parishes to form missionary so- 
cieties, auxiliary to such societies for that 
purpose, as have been or may be formed by 
the authority of the state conventions. 

Resoived, That a committee of three of 
the laity in each state in the diocese be ap- 
pointed by this convention to solicit sub- 
scriptions and donations to the Episcopal 
fund. 

Resolved, That a committee of three of 
the clergy, in connexion with the bishop, 
and under his direction and superiniendance, 
be appointed by the authority of this con- 
vention, to set forth a uniform system of 
catechetical instruction for the use of tue 
diocese. 

Conformably to the resolution on the sup- 
port of the episcopate, the following com- 
mittees were appointed in the several states 
composing the diocese. 





* By these alterations, the state of Maine 
is recognised as a part of the Eastern dio- 
cese, and the meetings of the convention are 
to be held annually, instead of biennially, 
to be composed of all the clergy of the dio- 
cese and a lay delegate from each church. 
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In Massachusetts, Dudley A. Tyng, Tho- 
mas L. Winthrop, and George Brinley, 
esquire. ; 

In Rhode Island, Alexander Jones, Henry 
De Wolf, and Stephen Northum, esquires. 

In New. Hampshire, the gg 
Sheafe, Hon. John Harris, and Ezra Jones, 
esquire. 

In Vermont, the Hon. Daniel Chipman, 
Hon. Jonathan H, Hubbard, and Alexander 
Fleming, esquire. 

In the state of Maine, Robert H. Gardiner, 
Simon Bradstreet, and Stephen Wait, esqr’s. 

The next meeting of the convention is to 
be held at Windsor, Vermont, on the last 
Wednesday of September, 1823, 


2 oe | 


pein’ Sieh Vermont. 
WE present, with great pleasure, to our 
readers, an abstract of the journals of Ver- 
mont, forthe years 1820, 1821, and 1822. 
This, if we mistake not, is the first printed 
journal of any of the conventions of the states 
which compose the eastern diocese. Though 
small and humble in its appearance, it is not 
more so than were the first journals of those 
churches which now annually exhibit reports 
of 40 or 50 pages. Itisa good example, and 
we hope it will be followed. We insert the 
constitution of the church in Vermont, as re- 
vised and adopted at the convention, in 1820, 
CONSTITUTION. 

1. The various churches in Vermont shall 
be considered as united in one convention in 
subordination to the general convention of 
the United States, 

Il. The said convention shall meet annual- 
ly on the fourth Wednesday in June, at.such 
place as shall be appointed at a previous 
meeting ; and all clergymen of the protestant 
Episcopal church, residing in this state, shall 
be entitled to seats in convention ; and lay 
delegates from the several churches ia this 
state, shall be entitled to seats in the said 
convention, in the following proportion, to 
wit : Each church shall have the privilege of 
sending at least one member ; if it consists of 
ten or more communicants, then it may send 
two. members, and for every tivernty-five 
communicants, excepting the numbers above 
specified, the said churches shall be entitied 
to one additional member. 

It!. The. convention shall deliberate and 
act in one body ; but shall vote in distinct 
orders,.when any member shall call for such 
a division on any one question; and in such 
case a concurrence of a majority of both or- 
ders shall be necessary to constitute a vote. . 

1V. A president, secretary, and standing 
committee, shall be chosen at every annual 


meeting of the convention; and when there @ 
is to be a session of the general convention 
‘ * 
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within the ensuing year, the requicite delega- 
tions shall be appointed to t this 


state in that body ; alsoas long as this state 


shall belong to the Eastern diocese,a delega- 
tion shall be appointed to attend each dioce-. 
san convention at the next preceding annual 
convention, or at some meeting specially 
warned for that purpose. Provided, how- 
ever, that no person shall be a member of 
the standing committee, or shall represent 
this state in the general or diocesan conven- 
tion, unless he be a regular communicant in 
the church. Provided, also, that when the 
bishop of the diocese shall be present in con- 
vention, he shall, ex-efficio, be president. 
‘The convention may, from time to time, if 
deemed expedient, appoint a prudential com- 
mittee to superintend the prudential concerns 
of the church. 

V. If, at any time, a bishop is to be elect- 
ed by this convention, the secretary, by or- 
der of the president or standing committee, 
shall write to the minister, or one of the war- 
dens of each church, at least six weeks be- 
fore the election is to take place, and give 
notice of the time and place appointed for 
such election, and request, that delegates 
may attend the convention for the purpose ; 
perf in every such election, the convention 
shall vote in distinct orders—the clerical or- 
der shall make a nomination by ballot, and 
a majority of the lay delegates, shall ap- 
prove the appointment, before the person 
shall be considered elected. 

VI.. No alteration shall be made in this 
constitution, except in annual convention ; 
nor unless proposed and reduced to writing 
at a previous convention. 

Vil. The bishop, or standing committee, 
shall have power to call a special convention, 
by giving six weeks previous notice to the 
minister or one of the wardens of each par- 
ticular church, 


Parochial reports in 1820, were from eleven 
churches, as follows : baptisms, 99 ; deaths, 
35 ; whole number of communicants, 391. 

Parochial reports in 1821, from thirteen 
churches, baptisms, 101 ; marriages, 14 ; 
deaths, 32 ; whole number of communicants, 
592. in several of the churches, flourishing 
Sunday schools. , 

Parochial reports in 1822, from thirteen 
churches, baptisms, 73 ; marriages, 21 ; 
deaths, 32 ; number of communicants 557. 

Standing committee, for the ye«r ensuing, 
Rev. Abraham Bronson, Rey. George ].eo- 
nard, Rev. Carlton Chase, Rev. Joel Clapp. 

Prudential committee, Hon. Daniel Chip- 
man, George Cleveland, Esq. Hon. J..H. 
Hubbard. 

Delegates to the general convention, Rev. 
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Abraham Bronson, : Rev. Leonard, 
Rev. Carlton Chase, Rev. Joel Clapp ; cleri- 
cal :—Joshua Isham, Esq. George Cleve- 
land, Esq. Mr. Alexander Fleming, and Dr. 
Elisha Sheldon, lay. 

Rev. Abraham Bronson, wus nominated 
by this convention, as a trustee of the gene- 
ral theological seminary of the protestant 
Episcopal church, in the United States of 
America, agreeable to the third article of 
the constitution of said seminary. 

A communication from the secretary of the 
general convention, containing a proposed 
alteration of the constitution of that conven- 
tion, relative to the time of holding its trien- 
nial meetings, and investing the presiding 
bishop, in certain cases, with the power to 
alter the place where the same shall be held, 
was read ; and the convention voted, that 
this.convention does not approve of the pro- 
posed alteration. 

Resolved, That the clergy of this state be 
requested to preach in their several churches, 
and to solicit contributions, once or more in 
each year for the benefit of the protestant 
Episcopal missionary society in this state ;— 
and that they be requested to perform simi- 
jar duties in the several vacant parishes in 
this state. 

The Rev. Carlton Chase is appointed to 
preach before the next convention, to be 
holden at St. Albans. 

The following canons were passed in 1821. 

I, Of the mode of trying clergymen ac- 
cused of misdemeanor.-- Whenever the stand- 
ing committee shall have reason to suspect a 
clergyman of this church to be guilty of infi- 
delity, heresy, vice, or irregularity of any 
kind, it shall be their duty to inquire into the 
circumstances of the case; and, if upon in- 
vestigation, they consider the crime worthy 
of notice, they shall report thereupon to the 
bishop, who may summon a council of his 
clergy, not less than three ; a copy of the 
charge, and due notice of the time and place 
of trial being likewise communicated to the 
party accused ; and after a full and fair in¢ 
vestigation of the subject, the bishop may 
pronounce sentence in the case. ‘And if any 
minister, degraded agreeable to this canon, 
shall consider himself aggrieved, he shall be 
allowed an appeal to the house of bishops. 

If. Of the mode of forming and orgamizing 
churches. —Whenever any number of per- 
sons in this state shall form themselves into 
a regular society of the persuasion of the 
protestant Episcopal church, in such a man- 
nef, as that they will become a body corpo- 
rate according to law, and their proceedings 
shall be sanctioned by the bishop of the dio- 
cese, of, incase of no bishop, by the standing 
committee of the stat< convention, they shall 
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be admitted te all the nghts and privileges 
of a regular church ; subject, however, at all 
times, to the authority and discipline of said 
bishop, or, if there is no bishop, of said stand- 
ing Committee. 
Pennsylvania. 

Ordination.—On Sunday, 29th September, 
at St. Paul’s church, Philadelphia, the Rev. 
Mr. Van Pelt, deacon, minister of St. Luke's 
parish, South Carolina, in consequence of let: 
ters dismissory from the bishop of that diocese, 
was admitted to the holy order of priests, by 
the right reverend bishop: White; morning 
prayers were read by the Rev. Mr. ‘T'schu- 
dy, and a.sermon by the bishop. 





Massachusetts. 
Ar a quarterly meeting of the standing 
committee of the protestant Episcopal church 
of this state, September 18, !822, the fol- 
lowing resolution was passed, viz. 

The rules of order of the standing com- 
mittee of the state of Massachusetts not hay- 
ing been published, in consequence of which, 
the candidates for orders have not been made 
acquainted with them, 

Resolved, That the secretary of this board 


be directed to send an attested copy of the 


rules of order for insertion in the Gospel Ad- 
vocate, which shall be considered as a suffi- 
cient publication of them, and that in future 
no dispensation of the sixth rule be admitted. 


RULES OF ORDER, 
Of the Standing Committee of the State of 
Massachusetts. 


1. The standing committee of the state 
of Massachusetts shall meet on tbe Jast Wed- 
nesday of the months of January, April, July, 
and October, at such time and place as shali 
be determined on at the preceding meeting. 

2. A quorum to transact. business shall 
consist of at Jeast two clergymen and two 
laymen, or of three clergymen. 

3. No testimonials of any kind whatso- 
ever shall be signed by any member of the 
committee, unless @1en the committee is 
duly convened, and after full discussion and 
deliberation. 

4. Agreeably to the provisions of the 8th 
canon of the general convention of 1820, 


every candidate for orders must be required - 


to present to the committee a satisfactory 
diploma or certificate from the instructers of 
some approved literary institution, or 4 certi- 
ficate-from two presbyters, appointed by the 
ecclesiastical authority of the diocese to ex- 
amine him, in the words following : 

“We, whose names are hereunder written, 
being appointed by to examine A. B. 
do hereby certify, that we have accordingly 
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examined him, and that we find he possesses 
such academical learning as will enable him 
to enter advanta on a course of theo- 
Jogy, and we do accordingly recommend 
him to the standing committee. 
He : Examining Presbyters. 
In case of the dispensation of academical 
ree provided for by canon ix, the can- 
didate is required to lay before the commit- 
tee a testimonial signed by at least two pres- 
byters of the church, in the words following, 
viz 


ss We, whose names are hereunder writ- 
ten, do solemnly testify that, in our opinion, 
A. B. possesses such extraordinary strength 
of natural understanding, such a peculiar 
aptitudé to teach, and so large a sharé of 
prudence, as renders it advisable, for the edi- 
fication of the church, to dispense, in his 
case, with a knowledge of the Latin and 
Greek languages, and other branches of 
learning not strictly ecclesiastical.” 


o 4 , ; Presbytera. . 


5. The testimonials, required by the stand- 
ing committee of every person who wishes to 
be recommended as a candidate for holy 
orders, agreeably to the vii. canon, must 
be as follows. ‘I, C.D. do solemnly testi- 
fy that I have been personally acquainted 
with A. B. for ears, (or months,) last 
past, during which time I have had constant 
opportunities of knowing his general charac- 
ter and conduct; and 1 fully believe that, 
during that time, he hath lived piously, so- 
berly, and honestly, and is attached to the 
doctrines, discipline, and worship of the pro- 
testant Episcopal church. I further believe 
that he possesses such qualifications as will 
render him apt. and meet to exercise the 
ministry to the glory of God, and the edify- 
ing of the church.” 

6. The standing committee shall in no 
case grant testimonials for orders, until the 
examinations required in canons-x. and xi. 
have been made; and a certificate from the 
examiners, that they are satisfied with the 
result of the several examinations shall form 
a part of the testimonials laid before the 
standing committee, on which, their testi- 
monials to. the bishop are to be predicated. 

7. Special meetings of the board shall be 
called by the president at the request, or by 
the consent, of any two members, which re- 
quest or consent shall be communicated b 
the president to the secretary, who shall 
forthwith issue the necessary notifications. 


A true copy from the records of the stand- 


ing committee. Attest, 
ISAAC BOYLE, Secretary. 
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, - Henry Martyn’s Sermons. 
Tue friends of the church will learn with 
pleasure, that a volume of sermons, on the 
leading doctrines of Christianity, and its im- 

rtant duties and privileges; by the late 
Lamiated and zealous Henry Martyn, is now 
in press in this city. The great interest 
produced by his memoirs, so favourable to 
the cause of missions, and the effects which 
recent accounts from Persia state to have 
resulted from his personal and zealous la- 
bours, warrant the expectation, that. the 
doctrines of the cross, in these sermons, will 
be exhibited with that clearness, simplicity, 
and warmth, which so eminently belong to 
the style and character of their author. 


Obituary.--One who was formerly ac- 
quainted with the reverend Walter Cranston, 
Jate rector of Christ church, in Savannah, 
whose decease in July last, has been announc- 
ed in the Churchman’s Magazine, feels it a 
duty to pay a brief tribute to the memory 
of a gentleman, who had so many claims to 
the esteem of his friends and the publick. 
Mr. Cranston, for several years, discharged 
the office of a Greek tutor at Harvard uni- 
versity in such a manner as to render him a 
popular and useful iostructer. At the same 
time, he officiated as a lay reader in the 
Episcopal church, at Cambridge. Soon af- 
ter taking orders, he proceeded to Savan- 
nah, in Georgia, having been invited to be- 
come rector of Christ church, in that city. 
He there acquired the esteem and respect of 
his parishioners, and the publick at large, by 
his pleasing manners and correct deportment, 
and by his exemplary fidelity in the ministe- 
rial office. While the yellow fever was mak- 
ing great ravages among the people of Sa- 
vanah, in the summer of 1820, he remained 
at his post, and by his assiduous attendance 
on the sick and dying, and by his charitable 
assistance, in that season of calamity, was 
greatly instrumental in alleviating the dis- 
tresses of his flock. His health having be- 
come much impaired, he concluded to make 
a journey to his native state, (Rhode Island, ) 


“Pennsylvania.” 


but was arrested by the disease, under which 
he laboured, on arriving at Middletown, in 
Connecticut, where he expired. Mr. Crans. 
ton had a taste for the belles lettres, and wa: 
a good scholar. His disposition was amia- 
ble, and his morals pure. He has been early 
called to rest from his labours, and his works 
will follow him. 


[We have received, from an attentive and 


valued correspondent, the following list of 
errata in our account of the state of the 
church in Pennsylvania. As our desire is to 
give an accurate st-tement, we take this me- 
thod of expressing our obligaticns on the 
present occasion, and of soliciting, fronmy our 
correspondents in general, the correction of 
any errours which may occur in our statis- 
tick accounts, as well as any further infor- 
mation they may think proper to communi- 
cate. ] 


To the Falitor of the Gospel Advocate, 


Tue August number of the Gospel Advo- 
cate is before me. The manner in which the 
proceedings of conventions, &c., are stated, 
is very excellent, and promises much good. 
There is an appearance of considerable ac- 
curacy—which I am sorry to say the ac- 
count of the Pennsylvania convention does 
not sanction. Give me leave to point out a 
few errours. ‘There are forty-two instead of 
thirly-six congregations in nineteen counties. 
Instead of * one is president of the college,” 
read, ‘* one is provost of the university of 
For * one a master of the 
grammar school,” read, ** one master of the 
grammar school of the university.” For 
** confirmations in nine parishes,” read e/e- 
ven. For John C. Clay, read Jehu. For 
Muhlendurgh, read Muhlenberg. And for 
‘¢ there is a female adult Sunday school con 
nected with St.James’s church,” read, **there 
is a female adult school in.” 1 observe one 
more, there are eleven, not five congregations, 
in Philadelphia county ; and to these we 
hope to add two if not phree by ‘he next con- 
vention. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The poetical communication of E. J. will be inse-ted as soon as our limits will permit, in 
consideration of the excellent sentiments which it expresses, although the poetry is not quite 
such as we should wish to present to our readers, especially considering the small portion of 
eur work which ought to be devoted to articles of this kind. 





